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Sun

Mon
1 Rainbow Retirees 11a

Tue

Wed

2 6:45 Men’s Bible Study
@ Jack’s; Bead Group
3:30p; 5:30 Choir

3

Thu

Fri

4 Happy 4th of July
Office Closed

5

Sat
6

8

9 6:45 Men’s Bible Study
@ Jack’s; Bead Group
3:30p; 5:30 Choir; Worship Team Mtg 6:30p

10 Wet n Wild 5:30p

11 Ladies Bible Study
@10a;Recovery Fun
Night @ 6p; Witness/
Evangelism Mtg @ 6 p.m.

12

13 UMM Breakfast 8a

14 Safe Sanctuary Training 4 p.m.

15

16 6:45 Men’s Bible Study
@ Jack’s; Bead Group
3:30p; 5:30 Choir

17 Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p

18 Ladies Bible Study
@10a; Alzheimer’s 11a

19

20

21 Fellowship Meal 12p
Christmas Shoebox
Packing Party @ 4p in
FH.

22

23 6:45 Men’s Bible Study
@ Jack’s; Bead Group
3:30p; 5:30 Choir

24 Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p

25 Ladies Bible Study
@10a

26

27 Clothes Closet 9-11a

28

29

30 6:45 Men’s Bible Study
@ Jack’s; Bead Group
3:30p; 5:30 Choir
FH reserved

31 Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p
FH reserved

Ministers—Congregation
Pastor— Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant—Gina Bailey Burns
Financial Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angels/Children's Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter

8:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Greeter Schedule
Crossroads
Carlos Payne & Cindy Archer
Ushers
Wanda Douthit
Cathy Majors
Cathy Bohannon
Beckii Bradley

Twitter:@rbcfumc
Nursery Information:
Sunday mornings a nursery is provided. Birth-Age 3.
Contact Peggy Epperson at 256-442-8001
.
Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001
Email: weeangels@bellsouth.net

Acolytes
July 7:
Jacqueline Roland/Akarra Tucker
July 14:
Amberlee Tucker & Lily Epperson
July 21:
Nikita Blanton & James Blanton
July28:
Jacqueline Roland & Lily Epperson
Children’s Church
Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff

Communion Assistants
Crossroads
Steve & Sherri Watson
Evelyn Muskett
Traditional Service
Bob Walden & Olivia Kendrick
Larry & Shelby Hawkins

Scripture Readers
Crossroads– Sammie Hawkins
Traditional– Elaine Spearman

Children’s Minute
Traditional-Sheri McInturff
Crossroads– Marcy Puckett

Prayer of Consecration
Crossroads–Kevin Riggan
Traditional– Olivia Kendrick
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I was born in late 1959 (yes, that means I hit the big 6-0 this year)! Back when I was
growing up things were much different than they are today, even in the church. In the
60s until even the mid-1980s, the church was flourishing. In fact it was the “happening
place,” because everything was closed on Sunday and everybody “went to church.”
But then things began to change, stores are now open and even yard service people work on Sundays.
Also, many people in our community do not even care about coming to church because they do not know
why they should. They have never heard anything about God or his Son Jesus. Thus, our nation and community is decreasingly Christian and increasingly worldly.
Meanwhile, the church has continued to live with what is known as the “Attractional Model” of ministry.
This paradigm says that the church is supposed to do everything it can to convince people to come to
meet with them, to like what the church likes, to act the way church people act. This model also heralds
the idea, “They know where we are, if they want to come to us, we will be here.” Well guess what? They
are not coming to the church like they did years ago! (In fact even in our own church. most of the growth
we have enjoyed has come from transfer of membership rather than new professions of faith!)
We know that the world desperately needs to hear that there is forgiveness, grace and love in the name of
Jesus Christ. We also are reminded of Paul’s words, “For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to him-
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My Third Year Vision: Going After New People
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self, no longer counting people's sins against them.” This is the wonderful message he has given us
to tell others.” (2 Corinthians 5:19) But you may be asking “If unbelievers and unchurched people are
not coming to hear the message like they used to so what should we do?” The simple answer is “WE go
to them!” In fact, Jesus said to us “GO and make disciples…” (Matthew 28:19)

So, one of the ways I want our church to do that is to build a new bridge between our church and the
apartment complex just up the hill from the church. I have already talked with the manager and she will
allow us to host a short Thursday night worship service in their meeting room. I would like to hold this service on Thursday evenings (except for Recovery ministry night).
I also want to be deliberate about “going after” the children and youth from that facility to be connected
with our church. This may involve having volunteers to drive the van to go and get them on Wednesday
evenings and Sunday mornings. After we have built a strong relationship with that complex, we could then
find another complex or community to begin the same process.
What I would like to know is who among you are willing to help with this? Will a few of you be willing to
spare thirty minutes to an hour on a Thursday Night to worship in a new space in order to build new
bridges between us and our neighbors and between our neighbors and God? Are some of you willing to
drive the van to go after new children and youth? Are more of you willing to help out on Wednesday
nights with children and youth should our group grow? Are you willing to go or would you just prefer to
expect the lost world to come to us? Just asking!!!!

Love to you all!
Pastor Dee
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Grand Reopening of Clothes Closet
MAY 25, 2019

Would you like to plug into some activities going on at First United Methodist
Church of Rainbow City?
Here are some activities to select from.
We will be resuming our “Walk through the New Testament” (TBA). Details coming soon.

Reopening of the Clothes Closet
On Saturday, May 25th, we had our Clothes Closet
reopening. As our customers shopped, members
from the Evangelism and Outreach teams met our
customers with grilled hot dogs, water, and welcoming smiles. The Clothes Closet had been closed for
two months for needed repairs and necessary improvements. Our customers were glad to see us and
were impressed with all of the changes. They especially liked the new floors. It looks like a totally new
place!
The Clothes Closet received donations of $2,207 in
February. With these generous donations, we were
able to purchase a new heater, remove the old carpet and replace with new vinyl tile, paint walls and
windows, install new clothing rods, make repairs to
the leaky roof, patch holes in the ceiling and walls,
install new front door, and purchase a new Clothes
Closet sign.
Many thanks to the volunteers who donated their
time and talents: Jim and Wanda Douthit, Barbara
and Gerry Cagle, Steve and Sherri Watson, Jim and
Jenny Nabors, Dennis Bohannon, Gayle Chambers,
Patsy Henderson, Annette Harmon, and Beckii Bradley. Volunteers donated a total of 561 hours to
complete this project.
Our church is blessed to have so many people willing to use their time and talents to be the hands and
feet of God to show love to others!
Praise God!
Missions Team

Don’t Be a Spiritual Dummy
Get Your Love Back
Hand On and Don’t Give Up
Don’t Compromise With the World
Highlights
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United Methodist Men meet in
the Fellowship Hall on the second Saturday of each month at
8 a.m. for breakfast.
All men are invited!
Men’s Bible Study meets at
Jack’s on Rainbow Drive each
Tuesday at 6:45 a.m. led by
Pastor Dee.
Recovery Fun night is on the second Thursday of each month in our
Fellowship Hall! Lots of games, fun,
and good conversation. Come get
to know these guys!

Clothes Closet is
open the last Saturday of each
month from 9a-11a.
Contact Wanda
Douthit at 256-4424198 for more info.

ATTENTION LADIES: All ladies are
invited to come to our Bible Study
class each Thursday at 10:00 a.m.
We meet in the church library. Call
Gayle at 256-442-2237 for info.
The Bead Group meets every Tuesday at 3:30 p.m.
Making prayer beads is very simple and easy to
learn. These beads have been given in love to people in our area. Contact Marcy Puckett for more information at 256-390-3253.

Wonderful Wednesdays for the Children each Wednesday at The Sanctuary Group will resume on Au5:30 p.m. Contact Peggy at 256-442-8001 or Marcy at 256gust 6th each Tues. at 5 p.m. in the activi390-3253 for more info.
ties room. Contact Marcy for more info.

Pastor Dee’s Sermon for July
July 7th
July 14th
July 21st
July 28th

Rainbow retirees meets on
the first Monday of each
month in the FH at 11 a.m.
Join us for food, games, and
a few laughs.

First United Methodist Church of Rainbow City
has a support group for anyone in the community
to come and talk with others that are caring for a
loved one with memory disorders. They meet the
3rd Thursday of each month at 11 a.m. Call Olivia
Kendrick at 205-454-4375 for more info.

Matthew 25:1-13
Revelation 2:1-7
Revelation 2:8-11
Revelation 2:12-17
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You are invited to be a part of a Sunday
You are invited to join us for choir
School class if you aren’t already which
practice every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. begins at 9:45.
in the Sanctuary.
Sunday Morning Worship Services
Crossroads Worship Service at 8:45 a.m. in the F.H.
Traditional Worship Service at 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary
Highlights

July 2019

If you are part of a church activity you
would like to share in the Highlights
newsletter, please contact Gina Burns
at 256-442-3620.
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Memorials for June

July
Fellowship Friends:
Phil & Jerre Baxter
Dennis & Cathy Bohannon
Annette Harmon
Dennis & Patsy Henderson
Cathy Majors
Jim & Jenny Nabors
Chuck & Angie Nalan
Carlos Payne
Jonathan & Jennifer Roland
Joyce Seale
Larry & Jane Sligh
David Usry
Linda Rediker

4
6
7
11
22

You can purchase the whole list, part of the list, or bunches of
one item. Anything is appreciated.
Deadline is Sunday, July 28th.
JULY MEETINGS

Witness/Evangelism Mtg
Thursday, July 11th @ 6 p.m.

Newsletter
Deadline 20th
of each month

24
25
29
29
30

Nancy Vickery
Juliana Roland
Laura Durbin
Mike Brothers
Aleah McInturff

Giving

Presence

June 2nd
Total Deposit:
$6,257.00

June 2nd
Total Attendance:
124

June 9th
Total Deposit:
$4,069.00

June 9th
Total Attendance:
121

June 16th
Total Deposit:
$7,384.50

June 16th
Total Attendance:
125

June 23rd
Total Deposit
$13,768.00

June 23rd
Total Attendance:
119

Imagine a world without music.
Jennifer Roland extends a personal
invitation to you to sing in the choir.
You don’t have to be a member,
know how to read music or have previous experience. Call her at 256490-1276, if you are interested.
“With his love, he will calm all your
fears. He will rejoice over you with
joyful songs.” Zephaniah 3:17b
All ages welcome!

Safe Sanctuary Training
Sunday, July 14th at 4 p.m.
Highlights

Gavyn Golden
Britni Earp
Ginger Archer
Mary McAbee
Sam Puckett

Stewardship

Hand sanitizer
Antibacterial wipes (NOT baby wipes)
Facial tissue
Paper towels
Gallon storage bags & Quart storage bags
1 inch binders

Worship Team Meeting
Tuesday, July 9th 6:30p

In Memory of Janet Plunkett
Larry & Shelby Hawkins
Ray & Carol Hutchison

July Birthdays

It’s time once again for our annual School Supplies collection. The collected items go to children at John Jones Elementary School that need a little extra help toward starting
their new school year. Your donation is greatly appreciated.
24 count crayons
24 count #2 pencils
Glue Sticks
School Scissors
Spiral Notebooks (wide rule)
Folders with 2 pockets & prongs

July 2019

CHRISTMAS SHOW BOX PACKING PARTY
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In Memory of Terry Trussel (Judee Kilgo’s brother)
Larry & Shelby Hawkins
Ray & Carol Hutchison
In Memory of Morris Eubanks (Doris Payne’s brother)
Larry & Shelby Hawkins
Ray & Carol Hutchison
In Memory of Jimmy Hutchison (Ray’s brother)
Larry & Shelby Hawkins
Larry & Dinah Etchison
In Memory of Joe Rowe
Ray & Carol Hutchison
In Memory of Eric Pentecost
Ray & Carol Hutchison
In Memory of Robert Phillips (Beckii Bradley’s brother)
Cathy Majors –missions
Jim & Jenny Nabors
Larry & Dinah Etchison
Dennis & Pat Henderson (Portico)
Jimmy & Evelyn Owens (Portico)

You are invited to a PARTY Sunday July
21st at 4:00 in the fellowship hall to
pack 125 Christmas Shoe Boxes. There
is a job for everyone. We will be taping
the boxes together, filling the boxes,
checking the boxes, taping them closed
and putting a Nativity scene on the
box. We need lots of help.

Join us immediately after
the second service on
Sunday, July 21st for our
Fellowship Luncheon.
Please bring your favorite dish to share.

Honorariums for June
In Honor of Bobbie Walden
Olivia Kendrick

We express Christian love
and sympathy to Beckii
Bradley in the recent loss
of her brother, Robert
Phillips.

In Honor of the people
who helped remodel our Clothes Closet
Pat & Dennis Henderson

United Methodist Men
Breakfast
Fellowship Hall
July 13th at 8:00 a.m.
Guest Speaker: Gene Joiner
Director of Camp Sumatanga
Portico Funds
Our church received $9,725.00 on Sunday, June 23rd for a total of
$12,322.15 towards our portico that
will be built soon. Our church is blessed
with cheerful givers. This will allow us
to have to borrow less money for this
project.
Highlights

Each week both of our Sunday Worship Services are
live on our facebook page. Some folks watch it online
when they cant’ make it to church due to vacations or
illness. Be sure and tell your friends about this so they
can check us out as well.
facebook.com/rbcfumc
10

“But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then

those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the
door was locked. 11 Later, when the other five bridesmaids returned,
they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’
12

“But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’

13

“So you, too, must keep watch! For you do not know the day or
hour of my return.
~Matthew 25: 10-13

July 2019
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UMM YARD SALE

Pastor Dee and Chip Griffith at the yard sale.

The annual United Methodist Men’s yard sale was a success
again! They brought in a total of $4,700.77. It could not have
been done without hours and hours of your help. Thanks to all
who donated merchandise, volunteered their time and special
thanks to Larry Etchison for heading it up.

Children’s News!
The children went to the glow light golf and Chick Filet at the mall. It was a great time of fellowship among the kids. Everyone seemed to have fun...lots of smiles and talking.

Concerning Our New Portico Project
As you can see, we have a newly refinished parking lot. This project
was approved by the finance, trustees and leadership teams and the money was taken from our funds on hand. Additionally, these three teams have
approved the construction of a new portico that will be erected over the
side entrance to the church.
This new addition will be very helpful on bad weather days and many people have desired it
for a long time. However, for this to become a reality, we will need to raise (or borrow) money, the
amount depending on how much we raise.
It should be explained that while we do have some additional funds at our disposal, the finance team, along with the leadership team, believed it was in the best interest of the church not
to access those reserves at this time. This decision was made because we have an air conditioning system in the sanctuary that is very old and may need replacement in the near future.
Some have already made a sizeable commitment to this portico project. If you would like to
help see this project become a reality, and help us to keep the needed loan amount at a minimal,
please consider giving to this project. Please make your checks out to the church and put “For
Portico Project” on the memo line.
Attention: All Who Work or Volunteer
With Children and Youth
Required Safe Sanctuary Recertification
The leadership of the North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church has set a new
rule in place that requires all who work with children and youth to be re-certified in Safe Sanctuary
policies. Everyone who helps or works with our kids must attend a recertification training event
that will be held here at our church on Sunday (July 14th) at 4 pm. led by Amy Marbut from our
district office. Please make every effort to be here so that we can be in 100% compliance.
The Sanctuary Small Group will start back on Tuesday, August 6th
On TUESDAY, August 6, at 5 p.m. in the Activities Room, the Sanctuary Small Group will begin
reading Anne Voskamp’s “One Thousands Gifts”. This book will dare you to live fully! This book
beckons you to surrender pride, fear and control, as you give yourself over to God. The author
teaches how to biblically lament loss, turn pain into poetry and embrace a lifestyle of radical gratitude. Please consider joining us as we learn to slow down and catch God in the moment. Call
Marcy at 256-390-3253 for more information.
Highlights
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Wet ‘n Wild Wednesday - The children will be slipping and sliding on inflatable water slides on Wednesday, July 10th at 5:30 p.m. followed by a
hot dog supper in the Fellowship Hall. If you would like to help with this
event, please see Peggy at 256-442-8001 or Marcy at 256-390-3253.
Highlights
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