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Sun

Mon
1 Rainbow Retirees 11a

7 Christianity 101 4p

8

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 Men’s Bible Study at
Jacks at 6:45a; Bead
Group at 3:30p; Choir
5:30p.

3 New T Bible Study
10:30a & 6:30p; Wonderful Wed 5:30p;

4 Ladies Bible Study 10a;
Sanctuary Group 5p

5

6

9 Men’s Bible Study at
Jacks at 6:45a; Agape 12p;
Bead Group at 3:30p;
Choir 5:30p.

10 LaGrange Trip 9:30a4:30p; Wonderful Wed
5:30p. No New Testament Bible Study

11 Ladies Bible Study 10a; 12
Sanctuary Group 5p;
Fellowship with Elmo guys
5:30p

13 UMM Breakfast 8 a.m.

15

16 Men’s Bible Study at
Jacks at 6:45a; Bead
Group at 3:30p; Choir
5:30p.

17 New T Bible Study
10:30a & 6:30; Easter Egg
Hunt/Hot dog supper
5:45p.

18 Ladies B.S 10a; Alzhei- 19 Good Friday
mer’s Support Group 11a; Tenebrae Service
Sanctuary Group 5p;
6:30p
Maundy Service 6:30p

20

21 EASTER SUNDAY

22

23 Men’s Bible Study at
Jacks at 6:45a; Bead
Group at 3:30p; Choir
5:30p.

24 New T Bible Study
10:30a & 6:30p; Wonderful Wed 5:30p;

25 Ladies Bible Study 10a; 26
Sanctuary Group 5p

27 Clothes Closet 9a

28 Fellowship Meal 12p;
Christianity 101 4p

29

30 Men’s Bible Study at
Jacks at 6:45a; Bead
Group at 3:30p; Choir
5:30p.

Weekly Schedule

Ministers—Congregation
Pastor— Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant—Gina Bailey Burns
Financial Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angels/Children's Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter
Audio & Visual Technicians—Scott Jones
Alan McInturff, Jimmy Owens, Randall Vickery

8:45 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

Twitter:@rbcfumc
Greeter Schedule
Crossroads
Patsy & Dennis Henderson

facebook.com/rbcfumc

Ushers
Captain: Jonathan Roland
Chuck Nalan
Jim Nabors
Michael Archer

Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001
Email: weeangels@bellsouth.net
Nursery Information:
Sunday mornings a nursery is provided. Birth-Age 3.
Wednesday a nursery is provided if needed.
Contact Peggy Epperson at 256-442-8001
Birth-Age 3
Special Events child care is provided for children of all ages.

Communion Assistants
Crossroads
Carlos Payne
Jimmy & Evelyn Owens
Traditional Service
Amy & Mike Mitchell
Chuck & Angie Nalan
Children’s Minute
Both Services– Dee Dowdy

Acolytes
April 7:
Jacqueline Roland/Akarra Tucker
April 14
Amberlee Tucker & Lily Epperson
April 21
Nikita Blanton & James Blanton
April 28
Jacqueline Roland & Lily Epperson
Children’s Church
Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff
Scripture Readers
Crossroads– Patsy Henderson
Traditional– Michael Archer
Prayer of Consecration
Crossroads– Sam Puckett
Traditional– Tom Greenhaw
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14 Palm Sunday
Christianity 101 4p
Live Love 5p

Sunday
Crossroads Worship Service
Sunday School
Traditional Worship Service
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Why Did Jesus Have to Die on the Cross?

For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” ---Paul
(1 Corinthians 1:18)
During the Lent-Easter season, we are reminded of the great sacrifice that our Lord made in order that we might be redeemed, forgiven
and reconciled. Last year, I did a class on the various understandings of the cross event. I know that many of you did not get to attend the
class, so I thought I might provide a condensed version of the teaching from the class. Below is that teaching:
The very idea that the death of one person could save humanity seemed crazy to people in the Apostle Paul’s time and for many it
still seems irrational. In fact, many modern theologians have even begun to teach that the death of Christ had nothing to do with the salvation of human beings. The very idea that the blood of Christ would have any impact on the God-human relationship is far-fetched to them.
In fact, you will notice that many of the newer hymns and praise songs do not even mention the blood of Christ anymore for fear of offending someone.
Yet, the Church has held that the death and resurrection was the single most important event to happen in all of human history. For
Jesus’ death made a way for our sins to be forgiven and for us to be reconciled to God. And his resurrection proved that Jesus was the Son
of God and through faith in him, one can be given eternal life.
To understand the situation, we must remember what is written in Genesis 2:15-1 that God told Adam and Eve not to eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and evil lest they died. However, we learn in Genesis 3:1-8, that they both chose to listen to the lie of Satan
rather than the truth of God. Thus, God was put into what St. Athanasius called the “Devine Dilemma.”
The basics of this dilemma: (1) God told humanity if you eat of the tree, punishment (death) will occur. (2) Humanity listened to
the lie of Satan over the truth of God. (3) By disbelieving that led to disobedience, they sinned against God and sin became part of the human condition. (4) Since God is holy and just, he could not just go back on his word and let them (and us) off the hook. Otherwise God
would have been a liar and God, being holy, cannot lie.
So what was God to do? He had created us so that he might be able to share his love with us. So, he did not want us to die. He did
not want us to suffer eternal estrangement and punishment. So how could he offer grace and mercy while at the same time remain true to
being a God of holiness and justice? Also, since sin had polluted us and pulled us away from God, how could God cleanse us of sin and
bring us back?
The answer is found on the cross of Calvary! On the cross, Jesus (the eternal Son of God made manifest in the flesh) took the punishment that God’s justice required. (See Isaiah 53:1-10) So, God offered grace and mercy for satisfying what should have happened to us.
Through the cross, God made a way for us to be forgiven and be brought back into a right relationship with God. (See Colossians 1:20)
Over the last two thousand years, there has been various “theories” concerning why Jesus had to die in order for this to happen. To
understand many of them, it is necessary to understand what is written in Hebrews 9:22, where the writer states: “Without the shedding of
blood, there is no forgiveness of sins.” Why? We know that God set up the Old Covenant that had as part of it the sacrificing of animals.
God probably had the Jews do this to foreshadow what he was going to do on the cross because the writer of Hebrews also says that the
blood of animals never really led to forgiveness of sin, but the blood of Christ did. (see Hebrews 10:1-7) So here are some of the various
“theories” (note: this is only a few)
A. The Ransom Theory
Note: Greek word translated “ransom” means- “price of release, or means of release or means of redeeming.”
Scripture Reference: Mark 10:45- “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for
many."
Explanation: St. Gregory (an early bishop of Nyssa and Christian theologian) argued that humanity had sold itself into slavery and Satan
was the slaveholder. Thus, God had to pay a ransom in order for us to be released. He said that God’s justice would not allow him to strong
-arm Satan into releasing us from his grasp because Satan had a right to “adequate compensation for sinners.” He believed that Jesus did
many miracles while on earth to trick (or deceive) Satan into accepting him as the ransom for us. He believed that Satan thought that by
accepting the death of Christ as payment that he (Satan) really was the winner because he had in some way defeated God. But by Christ
being raised, Satan saw that he was really defeated himself.
B. Satisfaction Theory (A revised version of Ransom Theory)
Explanation: Anselm (an early theologian and bishop of Canterbury) saw a problem on other theories. While his view of the cross
could still fall under the “ransom theory,” he argued that Christ’s sacrificial death acted to ransom us from the sin debt that we owed God.
He claimed that our sin harmed God and thus we “owed” God a debt. In his mind, Christ’s death paid that debt for us. Also, he argued that
what Christ did, was for all time, for those who accepted this work of Christ.
Scripture Reference: Colossians 2:13-14- “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature,
God made you alive with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was against us and
that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross”. (cont. on page 6)
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Fellowship Friends:
Lead Family -Gerry & Barbara Cagle
Phe Archer
Steve & Carol Edge
Peggy Epperson
Shelby & Larry Hawkins
Tommy & Beth Herring
Pete & Judee Kilgo
Rex & Pat Murray
Nancy & Randall Vickery
Carl & Carla Watson
Jane & Heather Whitfield
Jean Williamson
Robert Williams
Marie & Angela McCluskey
Joan Whitt
Helen Wright

Fellowship Lunch
immediately following the second Service on April 28th.
Please bring your favorite dish
to share.

April Birthdays
and Anniversaries
April 7
April 14
April 21
1st Randall Vickery
6th Hanna Watson
6th Richard Gibbs
14th Lennon Baxter
18th Pete Kilgo
18th Scott Jones
20th Louise Allison
20th Kennedy Gibson
23rd Gayle Chambers
24th Kevin Riggan
Anniversaries
14th Dale & Diana Blanton
17th Jim & Wanda Douthit
Join the Rainbow Retirees
for lunch and games in
the fellowship hall April
1st at 11 a.m. We meet
the first Monday of each
month.
UMM Breakfast
Saturday
April 13th at 8am
All men are invited!

Please help keep our weekly prayer listing current. If you submit a
request, please follow up on it by letting us know when the person is
better and needs to be taken off or if he/she continues to need our
prayers and needs to be moved to the ongoing prayer concern list.
Please contact Sylvia Maltbie at 256-328-5710, Olivia Kendrick at
205-454-4375, or Sammie Hawkins at 865-661-1216 to add someone to the prayer list.
April 2019

Cleaning Up a Mess
The Journey’s End
Benefits of the Journey

John 2: 13-22
Mark 15: 1-39
1 Corinthians 15: 1-39

Palm Sunday
Easter Sunday

Birthdays

Weekly Prayer Listing

Highlights

Pastor Dee concludes On the Way to the Cross Sermon Series
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Newsletter info
Deadline
20th of each
month

Memorials

HOLY WEEK EVENTS

In Memory of Eric Pentecost
Bob & Bobbie Walden
Laura Pentecost
Tom & Diane Greenhaw
In Memory of Cliff Mabry
(Carol Hutchison’s brother)
Pat & Dennis Henderson
Olivia Kendrick
STEWARDSHIP AND ATTENDANCE
FOR MARCH
Giving

Presence

March 3rd
Total Deposit:
$6,092.00

March 3rd
Total Attendance:
124

March 10th
Total Deposit:
$8,694.80

March 10th
Total Attendance:
129

March 17th
Total Deposit:
$2,264.00

March 17th
Total Attendance:
131

March 24th
$3,466.00

March 24th
129

April 14
Palm Passion Sunday (8:45 and 11:00 am)
The Sunday we recall our Lord’s entrance into the
holy city as well as his death later in the week in
both services.
Wednesday, April 17th
Easter Egg Hunt
The children will have an Easter Egg Hunt at 5:45 pm
and a hot dog/hamburger supper afterwards in the
Fellowship Hall. Invite your friends!
April 18th
“Maundy Thursday” (6:30 pm)
A special service will be held in the fellowship hall.
During this service, Pastor Dee will be washing the
feet of volunteers in remembrance of what our Lord
did on the night before he died. We will also have
Holy Communion in response to our Lord’s request
that we “Do this in remembrance” of him.
Friday, April 19th
A Very Special Tenebrae Service Featuring our
Choir (6:30pm)
During this service in the Sanctuary we will hear the
story of our Lord’s trial, abuse, crucifixion and death
as we out candles remembering that the “Light of the
World” was extinguished for our sake. Also, our choir
will be performing a special musical performance as
part of this service.
April 21st
Easter Sunday (A Celebration of our Lord’s
Resurrection (8:45 and 11:00 am)
The highlight of the Christian year, as we join millions across the Lord as we celebrate our Lord’s victory over the grave.

McGuffey Healthcare and Rehab First Presents: Understanding Medicare & Medicaid on April 9th 12p to 4p.
McGuffey’s is offering an informative and interactive workshop free to the public. This community program is for anyone at or
near 65 or already on Medicare, or those that have loved ones in this age group. This will include Medicare laws that may affect you, estate planning, important tax information, signing up for Medicare (Part A, B, C or D) and applying for Medicaid.
Light refreshments will be served and plenty of time for questions and answers. Be sure to call 256-543-3467 to RSVP. See
flier for more details posted on the bulletin board beside the church office. Limited Seating available.

Highlights
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C. (Cont. from page 1) Atoning Sacrifice/ Scapegoat Theory
Explanation: This theory is built on the “Day of Atonement “found in Leviticus 16. As can be seen there were two key animals involved in this day. The first was a goat that was to be killed as a sacrifice for sin and its’ blood spilled to atone for the sins of the
people. The second animal was also a goat. Aaron was to place his hands on this goat and confess all the wickedness, rebellion and sins
of the people. The goat would be driven away from the people. Then we read, in Leviticus 16: 22 “As the goat goes into the wilderness,
it will carry all the people’s sins upon itself into a desolate land.”
Proponents of this theory stress that Jesus’ blood acts as cleansing sacrifice for our sin as supported by the scriptures listed
above. They also mention that like the goat driven away from the people, Jesus was driven out of the holy city of Jerusalem and killed
outside the city walls. Finally they cite the fact that as Jesus was dying on the cross, the sky drew strangely dark for three hours. It was
during this time; Jesus cries out,” My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”(See Matthew 27:45-46) They (including this writer)
believe it was during this time; Christ took on our sins and became sin for us.

Welcome our New Members to
First United Methodist Church of Rainbow City
Mike Bryant transferred from
Trinity UMC and his wife Dean
transferred from Steele UMC,
pictured left.

Scripture References:
Leviticus 16:15-16, 20-22- as mentioned above
Romans 3:25- “God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice.”
D. Penal Substitute Theory
Explanation: Charles Hodge, a leading American Reformed theologian, really gave credence to this most popular understanding of the
cross. He agreed with Athanasius believing that since God is holy and just that he “cannot simply pardon sin without a satisfaction to
justice, and He cannot have fellowship with the unholy.” He believed that God, through His Son, provided a substitute to receive the just
punishment for our sin and through acceptance of that act, a person can be justified and sanctified.
Though John Wesley lived before Hodge, it could be said that his teachings about the cross could fall under this “theory”. In his
sermon Justification by Faith, Wesley writes, “As our representative he ‘bore our infirmities.’ He was ‘wounded for our transgressions
and crushed for our inequities.’ Christ ‘made his life an offering for sin.”
Scriptures References:
2 Corinthians 5:21 – “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.”
Galatians 3:13- “Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: "Cursed is everyone who is
hung on a tree."
1 Peter 3:18-“ For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the body but made alive by the Spirit”
NOTE: THIS IS ONLY A BRIEF PART OF WHAT I WROTE FOR LAST YEAR’S STUDY. IF YOU WOULD LIKE A FULL
COPY, EMAIL ME AT dee dowdy12@gmail.com TO REQUEST A FULL COPY.
Note: In this text, the word translated as “record or written code” is a Greek word that literally means “record of one’s debt.”
John Wesley, Justification by Faith, in John Wesley on Christian Beliefs: The Standard Sermons in Modern English by Kenneth Kinghorn, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2002), 99

Mike & Dean Bryant and Jennie
Garner all joined on March 17,
2019.
Welcome to our church!

Jennie Garner (pictured right)
transferred from Sacred Heart
Catholic Church.
FELLOWSHIP MEALS
Every third Sunday, we traditionally bring a dish to share after the second service around noon
for a fellowship luncheon. It was decided last year that in every month we have a fifth Sunday, we
would have a fellowship breakfast between the first and second services instead of the luncheon.
Please make a note of this. We will not have Sunday school the day we have the breakfast in order for
people in both services to fellowship together. The next two after March 31st are scheduled for June
30th and September 29th.
Field Trip
Explorations in Antiquity Center Trip LaGrange, Georgia
Wednesday, April 10th Depart at 9:30 a.m. and return at 4:30 p.m.
$40 for adults; $25 for children (includes guided tour and meal)

We express Christian love
and sympathy to Mike
Brothers in the loss of his
sister, Marsha Aragon.

We will tour the Archaeological Replica Garden with life size replicas of archaeological digs including a typical house, Roman
Step Theater, goat hair tent, tombs and more. We will share an authentic Biblical meal together also.

Portico Plans for Our Church and Parking Lot Resurfaced
Plans have been in the works to have a portico built at the side of the church. This awning will allow
people to get out of their cars and stay dry. We are now in the process of getting bids for this project.

Congratulations Hannah Grace Riggan!
Hannah Grace Riggan was inducted in the Sigma Tau Theta Nursing
Honor Society. Hannah has already accepted a job from Grandview
Hospital on 280 in Birmingham where she is currently completing her
Preceptorship. She is planning to graduate in May with a Bachelor of
Science in Nursing from Jacksonville State University. (RN-BSN).

Also, last year the Leadership Team voted to accept the recommendations of both the Trustees and Finance Team to have our parking lot resurfaced. We have funds already in reserve to accomplish this as
soon as weather permits.
Our goal is to have both the parking lot and the portico completed by this summer. These projects will
greatly enhance the look of our facilities and make them more inviting for our first time guests. Would
you prayerfully consider giving to this project (over and above your regular giving) so as soon as we get
the best bid we can begin? If so, simply make your checks out to the church and write “Portico Fund” on
the memo line.

Hannah grew up in our church and many of you have had a part in
shaping her life, which her parents Kevin and Lynette are very grateful. They are proud to call Hannah their young lady and we all wish
her the very best in her nursing career!
Highlights
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April Mission Focus

A Peek at Our Kids

CLICK
“Children’s Learning in Christ’s Kingdom”

The Wee Angels had a visit from the
leprechauns on March 15th. They
made a mess, but left lots of green
goodies. (Pictured on left)

Children and Wee Angel News
Registration for Wee Angels is open to RBCFUMC
church members on April 1st and open to the general public on April 2nd.
Invite your friends to our Easter Egg Hunt on
Wednesday, April 17th at 5:45 p.m. There will be
a hot dog/hamburger supper afterwards in the
Fellowship Hall. If you would like to volunteer for
this event, please see Peggy or Marcy.

Children need a safe place to be in the after school hours and during the summer while their family members are finishing work for the day. CLICK is a
Christ-centered program in the East Gadsden area, housed in the East Gadsden United Methodist Church. Their programs seek to continue and strengthen student’s learning, offering Math, Science, and reading lessons in a fun,
hands on way. They give the children a hearty snack in the after school hours
and a hot nutritious meal during the summer. We will be collecting the following items to help them with their work.
Pre-sweetened Tropical Punch Kool-aid
Liquid Glue (NOT glue sticks)
Hand Soap
Hand Sanitizer
Facial Tissue: Kleenex, Puffs etc.
This is the Mountain Lakes District Mission Project for 2019.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group
Thursday, April 18
11:00 AM
If you or someone you know is caring for a person with Alzheimer’s disease, dementia, or other
neurodegenerative disease and would like to be
a part of a support group, please let Olivia
Kendrick know at 205-454-4375.

The kids learned about Jesus having a bad day during Wonderful Wednesday and how he
later died on the cross to save our sins. (Pictured above)

The Thursday Ladies Bible
study group meets in the library at 10:00 a.m. each Thursday morning.
Ladies you are welcome to join us!

Highlights
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NOTE: NEW CHURCH OFFICE EMAIL ADDRESS
Due to the office computer crash, we had to get a
new church office email. Please use rbcfumcoffic12@gmail.com to email our administrative assistant, Gina Burns. The other email address is no
longer valid.
CONCERNING THE CLOTHES CLOSET
Repairs will be made to the clothes closet during April; therefore we will not be able to receive any additional clothing until further notice.

Saturday
April 27th
9 a.m.-11 a.m.
April 2019
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