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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Knowing Jesus
Loving Jesus
Serving Jesus

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

3 Staff Parish Relations

4 Rainbow Retiree 11a FH

Team @ 4 p.m.

10 Shepherd Team Meet-

11

ing @ 4 p.m.
Live Love 5p

17 Fellowship Meal 12p

24

18

25

5 6:45a Men’s Bible Study

6 New Testament BS

7 Ladies Bible Study 10a;

@ Jacks; 3:30 p Bead
Group (Lib); 5p Choir
(Sanctuary)

10:30a & 6:30p; Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p;
Praise Team Rehearsal
(FH) 6:30p

Sanctuary Group 5p

12 6:45a Men’s Bible

13 New Testament BS

14 Ladies Bible Study 10a;

Study @ Jacks; 12p Agape
(FH)3:30 p Bead Group
(Lib); 5p Choir
(Sanctuary)

10:30a & 6:30p; Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p;
Praise Team Rehearsal
(FH) 6:30p

Sanctuary Group 5p;
Elmo’s Fellowship 5:30p

19 6:45a Men’s Bible

20 New Testament BS

21 Ladies Bible Study 10a;

Study @ Jacks; 3:30 p
Bead Group (Lib); 5p
Choir (Sanctuary)

10:30a & 6:30p; Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p;
Praise Team Rehearsal
(FH) 6:30p

Alzheimer’s Support
Group 11a.; Sanctuary
Group 5p

26 6:45a Men’s Bible

27 New Testament BS

28 Ladies Bible Study 10a;

Study @ Jacks; 3:30 p
Bead Group (Lib); 5p
Choir (Sanctuary)

10:30a & 6:30p; Wonderful Wednesday 5:30p;
Praise Team Rehearsal
(FH) 6:30p

Sanctuary Group 5p

2 Emmaus Walk #91 Meeting
9a-3p in FH

9 UMM Breakfast 8a

8

16 Emmaus Walk #91

15

Meeting 9a-3p FH

23 Clothes Closet 9-11a

22

Special Called General
Conference in St. Louis
Jan. 23-26

First UMC of Rainbow City

3208 Rainbow Dr., Rainbow City, AL 35906
Church Office: 256-442-3620
Email: info@rbcfumc.org Church Website: www.rbcfumc.org
Follow Us on Facebook

facebook.com/rbcfumc

Weekly Worship Schedule
Sunday
Crossroads Worship Service
Sunday School
Traditional Worship Service

8:45 am
9:45 am
11:00 am

Scripture Reader for February (Crossroads) Sammie Hawkins
Scripture Reader for February (Traditional) Jonathan Roland

Children’s Church
Traditional
Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff
Greeter Schedule
Crossroads Sam Puckett &
Sammie Hawkins

Acolytes
Feb. 3: Jacqueline & Akarra
Feb. 10: Amberlee & Lily
Feb. 17: Nikita & James
Feb. 24: Jacqueline & Lily

Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001 Email: weeangels@bellsouth.net
Nursery Information:
Sunday mornings a nursery is provided. Birth-Age 3
Wednesday a nursery is provided if needed. Contact Peggy Epperson at 256-442-8001

Email: info@rbcfumc.org
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An Important Address from Pastor Dee Dowdy
Re: Keeping Your Head in Trying Times

“Zeal without knowledge is not good; a person who moves too quickly may go the wrong way” (Proverbs 19:2)

Have you ever had a time when you got upset over something, made your position known and then, after “giving time
for the dust to clear,” wished you had waited before you reacted? I know I have! It is part of our human tendency to react to
situations before we get all the info. Psychologists call this tendency the “fight, flight or freeze” modes of reacting to things
that upset us. Some folks, when they are challenged with an issue “get their dander up” and are ready to “duke it out.” Another group may choose to run from the issue because they just can’t deal with it. While the third group gets so uptight that they
simply freeze.
I am writing to ask our church to go against our human nature to react to things with any of these three approaches.
Instead, I am requesting us to prayerfully consider how to respond to the news we will be hearing by the end of this month.
You may be asking: what news is Dee speaking about? I am referring to the upcoming called General Conference that will be
meeting in St. Louis from February 23-26. I have already addressed this conference in the June 2018 edition of our newsletter. Since that time, I have not spoken much about the issues surrounding this conference because I did not want to add to anyone’s anxiety about the conference and its issues and did not distract us from the work of making new disciples for Christ.
As you may know, our denomination, along with most other denominations, has been struggling with the issue of human sexuality. However, things came to a head at the regular General Conference in 2016 and it became clear that we could
no longer allow things to continue as they were. At that conference, a “Commission on a Way Forward” was formed and it
heard many different proposals and ideas. They narrowed things down to three basic proposals that was mentioned in the June
Newsletter. These proposals were then sent to the Council of Bishops who are now bringing them to the special called General Conference meeting for a vote. (Note: I have enclosed in this newsletter a summary of major plans before the 2019 General Conference from another source, along with a letter that our Bishop sent out on Jan. 15th. I ask that you take time to read
both and if you have any questions, please free to contact me.)
Now, back to what I was speaking about at the beginning of this letter. No matter what the vote, I am asking that we
all give time for the dust to settle before any of us react. I have heard many pastors and laity who have stated that they will
leave the United Methodist church if the plan they desire does not pass. I even have some close friends in the ministry that
have said they will go to another denomination by the middle of March if things go in a way they cannot accept. And I totally
understand those feelings for there are many of UM Pastors (including me) who believe that the Bible is God’s Word to us
and it should be held as the primary guide.
However, there are other United Methodists who are equally passionate in their belief that Jesus’ greatest command is
to love one another and the rule of love is primary. So, I am asking for each of us to give time for the waters to settle and not
“jump ship” too quickly (if at all). Our local church (Rainbow City FUMC) is not in any sort of great squabble over the issue
and is doing their best to make disciples for Jesus Christ. So, let’s keep our focus on that. Then at a later date, when we know
more about what has really occurred, each of us may have to make our own decision about our own denominational affiliation. But for now, PLEASE don’t react, instead take time to respond.
Finally, I sincerely implore you to begin to pray fervently for this special conference. I ask that you pray that God’s
will be done and not humanity’s desire fulfilled. Pray for those who will be voting that the Lord will guide their decisions.
Pray that there may be peace during the meeting rather than chaos (as has broken out in other General Conference Meetings).
Pray that God will give a sense of calmness to each delegate form all the conferences across United Methodism. And lift up
our delegates from the North Alabama Conference, they are Robin Scott, Tiwirai Kufarimai, Mary Henley and Dale Cohen
(clergy). Our lay delegates are: Steve Lyles, Scott Selman, Zac Riddle and Carol Toney.
Your Pastor, Friend and Brother in Christ,

Twitter:@rbcfumc
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February Birthdays
February 1- Sherri Watson
February 2- Jane Whitfield
February 3- Jeanne Mabeus
February 6– J.D. Archer
February 7- Phil Baxter
February 11– Judee Kilgo
February 12- Jennifer Roland
February 13– Phe Archer
February 16-Tristan Riggan
February 19- Cynthia Earp
February 20- Jacqueline Roland
February 22– Briggs Archer
February 26- Rex Murray

Attention Ladies: You are welcome to attend
our Thursday Bible study group. We have just
started a new study on the book, “Women of
Easter” by Liz Curtis Higgs. We meet each
week at 10:00 in the church library. If you
have any questions, please contact Gayle
Chambers at 256-442-2237.

February Mission Focus
Clothes Closet
The Clothes Closet averages helping over one hundred families each month with free
clothes and laundry detergent. It is not a part of our church budget. As you know our
clothes closet is an old building with no heat. It is in need of repairs, a new heater, supplies for maintaining the building, tubs for storing clothes and other items. To continue
this mission we would like money to purchase these needed items. Also, we need additional help the last Saturday of each month when we open the doors to the community.
We need both men and women, only two hours from 9:00 to 11:00 a.m. If you can help,
please contact Wanda Douthit at 256-442-4198.
UMM Breakfast
Saturday, February 9th, at 8
a.m.
All men are invited!

Alzheimer’s Caregiver's Support Group
will meet on Thursday, February 21st at
11 a.m. here at the church. If you have
any questions please contact Olivia
Kendrick at 205-454-4375.

STEWARDSHIP
Giving

Presence

December 30
Total Deposit:
$2,830.00

December 30
Total Attendance:
117

January 6
Total Deposit:
$7,939.00

January 6
Total Attendance:
129

January 13
Total Deposit:
$4,936.00

January 13
Total Attendance:
127

January 20
Total Deposit:
$23,350.94

January 20
Total Attendance:
118
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Happy Valentine’s Day

FEBRUARY FELLOWSHIP FRIENDS:
Leaders: Sylvia & Wayne Maltbie &
Steve & Sherri Watson
Helen Brown
Linda Clevlend
Cynthia Earp
Annie Earp
Ila Hooper
Carol & Ray Hutchison
Mary McAbee
Mike & Amy Mitchell
Evelyn Muskett
Nancy Sansom

Joins Us!!!

(Immediately following the 2nd service)
Please bring your favorite dish to share.

(For Children)

Please contact Sylvia Maltbie at 256-3285710, Olivia Kendrick at 205-454-4375, or
Sammie Hawkins at 865-661-1216, if you
wish someone to be on the prayer sheet. Our
health section will be cleared each month and
our ongoing will be cleared each quarter.
Please do not hesitate to add someone back
on. The people on the prayer list presently
have been mentioned in church or have been
added by someone recently.
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SUNDAY
FEBRUARY 17

WONDERFUL WEDNESDAYS

Weekly Prayer Listing

Page 2

Clothes Closet
9 a.m.—11 a.m.
February 23rd

Our church provides a Wednesday evening program for children age 3 through
the fifth grade. The program is Bible
based and includes times for great fun
and creativity. If you are willing to help
disciple the next generation, please contact Marcy Puckett (256-390-3253) or Peggy Epperson (256-442-8001).

February 2019

Page 7

We express Christian love and sympathy to the
family of Jean Stillson in her recent passing.
She was the mother of Cynthia Earp and grandmother to Annie Earp.

Dear FUMCRBC,
Thank you for the Christmas cookies and
treats you gave to our office. They were
greatly appreciated by everyone! Your generosity is very humbling.
Have a Happy New Year!
Terry John Calhoun, Mayor of Rainbow

Memorials
In Memory of Waldo Young
Gerry & Barbara Cagle (Portico Fund)
Wayne & Gayle Chambers
Cathy Majors (Missions)
Larry & Dinah Etchison
In Memory of Jean Stillson
Cathy & Dennis Bohannon
Gerry & Barbara Cagle (Portico Fund)
Cathy Majors (Missions)
Marcy & Sam Puckett (Youth Fund)
Larry & Dinah Etchison
Wayne & Gayle Chambers
THERE IS NOTHING TO DO…
THINK AGAIN
Events, Activities and Bible Study Opportunities at FUMCRBC.
Rainbow Retirees meet at 11 a.m. the first Monday of each month.
Men’s Bible Study every Tuesday morning at 6:45 a.m. at Jack’s on Rainbow Drive in Gadsden.
The Bead Group meet every Tuesday at 3:30 p.m. in the Library.
Chancel Choir meets every Tuesday at 5 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Pastor Dee leads a Walk Through the New Testament Bible Study each Wednesday at 10:30 a.m.
and again at 6:30 p.m.
The Praise Team and Band meets each Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Wonderful Wednesdays is a Bible based kid program at 5:30 p.m. each Wednesday,
The Ladies Bible Study meets at 10 a.m. on Thursdays in the Library.
The Sanctuary Group meets in the activities room every Thursday at 5 p.m.
The Methodist Men meet in the Fellowship for Breakfast the 2nd Saturday of each month at 8 a.m.
Live Love Circle meets at 5 p.m. every 2nd Sunday.
Agape Circle meets the second Tuesday at 12 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
Fellowship with Elmo guys the second Thursday of each month in the Fellowship Hall at 5:30p.
Alzheimer’s Support Group meets the third Thursday of each month at 11 a.m.
Clothes Closet is the last Saturday of the month from 9-11 a.m. at the house next door to church.
Fellowship Meal on the third Sunday immediately after second service in the Fellowship Hall.
A Mission Focus is planned each month to help others.

Highlights
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Letter from our Bishop
Dear Friends,
Greetings to you in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. As January marches on, the eyes of
many United Methodists turn to the upcoming February 23-26 Special Called General Conference. This
gathering will potentially shape our United Methodist Church’s approach to ordination criteria and same
gender weddings for the foreseeable future and also define what unity means in our 21st century global
church.
Three plans are included in the Commission on a Way Forward report that will be considered by the delegates of General Conference. In addition, various modified and alternative plans have been proposed by
persons and groups across the Connection. (See www.umc.org/who-we-are/seventy-eight-legislativepetitions-headed-for-st.-louis.)
As February 23 draws near, I am being asked two questions with increasing frequency.
Question #1: What outcome do you predict for General Conference 2019?
My response: No one knows with certainty what will happen when the 864 delegates from across the
world gather in St. Louis in February. Options include:
a. an amended version of one of the three plans described in the Commission on a Way Forward report;
b. various modified and alternative plans that were submitted to the General Conference Petitions Secretary by the July 8, 2018 deadline;
c. a plan that emerges organically as the General Conference does its work; or
d. no change at all.
The Commission on General Conference is hard at work developing a process that will allow the delegates to do their best work and that leads to a constructive outcome.
Question 2: How is the leadership of the North Alabama Annual Conference preparing for various potential outcomes of General Conference?
My Response: The leadership of our Annual Conference is prayerfully and thoughtfully preparing for the
days, weeks and months following the 2019 General Conference. The preparation includes a communication plan to inform our clergy and laity in a timely fashion of the outcome of General Conference and
how it impacts North Alabama Methodism.
Key communication points include the following:
a. Late January: A video blog reminding viewers of the timeline and some of the ins and outs of the
General Conference discernment process.
b. February 27: A video blog with a brief summary of the outcome of General Conference.
c. Saturday, March 2: A morning “Leadership Summit” consisting of clergy followed by an afternoon for
local church teams including the lay leader, staff-parish relations committee chair, lay member to annual
conference and pastor.
The purpose of the blogs and the March 2 Leadership Summit is to provide clear and accurate information for our clergy and laity.
Yes, a potentially major moment in the life of our beloved United Methodist Church is fast approaching.
Thank you for your continued prayers for our Special Called General Conference, our delegates from
North Alabama and around the world, our pastors, and churches.
As always, it is a privilege to serve as your bishop.
Blessings,
Debra Wallace-Padgett
Resident Bishop
North Alabama Conference
Highlights
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A Class on the Beliefs of United Methodism
Many of you have asked for me to repeat the class that I wrote and taught concerning
the basic beliefs of the United Methodist Church. In an effort to allow as many people to
attend as possible, I will teach this class at 4pm beginning Sunday MARCH 3rd which usually takes about 4-6 weeks to complete. If you are interested in this class, please email
Pastor Dee at deedowdy12@gmail.com or text him at 205-234-9682 so we will have
enough materials and will know what size room we will need.
Pastor Dee
2019 MISSION BOOKMARK
Be sure and pick up a "Mission 2019 Bookmark" from the basket at the Mission Depot.
Please put it in your Bible or on your refrigerator to remind you of the monthly mission
focuses for 2019 so you can plan ahead!
A TIME OF PRAYER FOR THE UPCOMING CALLED GENERAL CONFERENCE - Starting Monday
(02/04) the church sanctuary will be open from 6:30- 8 am for those that wish to come and pray for the upcoming General Conference. As was mentioned on the front page of this newsletter, this is a very serious time in
the life of the United Methodist Church that deserves our attention and our prayer. This time of prayer will be held
every Monday morning in February. You can simply come in the door closest to the church office, go to the sanctuary and pray as you feel led. Pastor Dee will be here if you have anything else that you would like him to join you in
prayer about. If you cannot make it on Mondays, will you please take time to pray in your own home or place of
employment during those times on Mondays so everyone in our church will be joining together?

Pastor Dee’s February Sermons:
Date

Sermon

Scripture

02/3
02/10
02/17
02/24

Life of Jesus: Dealing with the Devil
Life of Jesus: Calling Some Disciples
Life of Jesus: Making a Little Wine
Live of Jesus: Mission Impossible?

Luke 4: 1-12
John 1: 35-51
John 2: 1-11
Luke 4: 14-19; 31-37

Let’s Read the Bible Together
Our Bishop has encouraged every United Methodist across North Alabama to read the Bible together in 2019. The schedule of readings have
been placed in different areas in the church. Ask Pastor Dee or call Gina
at the church office (256-442-3620) if you need a copy.
Upcoming Team Meetings
Staff Parish Team Meeting on Sunday, February 3rd at 4 p.m.

A Peek at Our Children!

Shepherd Team Meeting on Sunday, February 10th at 4 p.m.

Looking Ahead in February for Wee Angels- We will be discussing shadows, having a Valentine Party, black history week and a dental health day.
On Wonderful Wednesdays (left) we read the story
of Jonah, played games , and ate pizza! We are SO
thankful for our volunteers.

Church Staff

Circle Meetings and Bible Studies
Live Love at 5 p.m. on Feb. 10th.

If you would be willing to volunteer on Wednesday
evenings 5:30-6:30, please contact Peggy at 256442-8001.

Agape Circle at noon on Feb. 12th
Bead Group meets each Tuesday @ 3:30
Ladies Bible Study Group meets each
Thursday at 10 a.m.

At Children’s Church,
(right) we read the story of Jesus in the temple and talked about the importance of obeying parents and teachers. We also played Bible Bingo .

Sanctuary Small Group meets each Thursday at 5 p.m.
Men’s Bible Study meets each Tuesday at

We are looking for volunteers to conduct children’s church during each service . If you are interested in plugging into this ministry, please contact Peggy
at 256-442-8001.
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6:45 a.m. at Jack’s on Rainbow Dr.
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Ministers—Congregation
Pastor—Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant— Gina Bailey Burns
Finance Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angel’s/Children’s Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Tradional Organist– John Lee
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter

The retired and senior volunteer program provides free tax preparation to the elderly and
low to moderate incomes in our area. Posted
on the bulletin board by the church office is
some information on the schedules of their tax
preparation sites. For more information feel
free to call Traci Pondick at 256-549-8147.
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