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3208 Rainbow Drive Rainbow City, Alabama 35906 Email: info@rbcfumc.org Website: www.rbcfumc.org Phone: 256-442-3620
2

3 Office Closed
Labor Day

4 6:45a Men’s Bible Study
at Jacks
3:30 p Bead Group
5p Choir Rehearsal

5 Christianity 101 for Kids
@ 5p; Wonderful Wed
5:30p; Praise Team Practice
6:30p. NT Bible 10:30a 6:30p

6 Ladies Bible Study
10:30a; Photography for
directory; 2-8:40p;
Sanctuary 5p

7 Photography for church 8 Photography for
directory 2-8:40p
church directory 10a4:40p; UMM breakfast at
Western Sizzlin’@ 8a

9 Wee Angels Sunday @
11 a.m. in Sanctuary; Live
Love @ 5p; SPRC 5p

10 Grandparents Day
Wee Angels @ 9:30a ;
Rainbow Retirees @ 11a;
Finance meeting @ 6p

11 6:45 Men’s Bible
Study; Agape @ 12p
3:30 p Bead Group
5p Choir Rehearsal

12 Christianity 101 for Kids
@ 5p; Wonderful Wed
5:30p; Praise Team Practice
6:30p. NT Bible 10:30a 6:30p

13 Ladies Bible Study
10:30a; Sanctuary 5p;
Haitian Orphan Choir
@6:30p

14

15

16 Church-wide Brunch
@ 9:30a. No Sunday
School @ 12p; Bridal
Shower for Jessica Mitchell 2-4p FH

17 Trustee Mtg @ 6 p

18 6:45a Men’s BS;
3:30 p Bead Group
5p Choir Rehearsal;
6:30p Gadsden Emmaus
Cluster

19 Christianity 101 for Kids
@ 5p; Wonderful Wed
5:30p; Praise Team Practice
6:30p. NT Bible 10:30a 6:30p

20 Ladies Bible Study
10:30a; Alzheimer’s
Group @ 11a; Sanctuary
5p

21

22

23

24

25 6:45a Men’s Bible
Study at Jacks
3:30 p Bead Group
5p Choir Rehearsal

26 Christianity 101 for Kids
@ 5p; Wonderful Wed
5:30p; Praise Team Practice
6:30p. NT Bible 10:30a 6:30p

27 Ladies Bible Study
10:30a; Sanctuary 5p

28

29 Clothes Closet 9-11

30 Admin Board 5 p.

Facebook.com/rbcfumc

Twitter:@rbcfumc

Ministers—Congregation
Pastor— Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant—Gina Bailey Burns
Financial Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angels/Children's Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter
Audio & Visual Technicians—Scott Jones
Alan McInturff, Jimmy Owens, Randall Vickery

Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001 Email:
weeangels@bellsouth.net
Worship Service Schedule
SUNDAY
Crossroads Worship Service
Sunday School
Traditional Worship

8:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

.

Children’s Church

Traditional
Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff

Acolytes

Sept 2nd : Amberlee & Lily
Sept. 9th: Jacqueline & Akarra
Sept. 16th : James & Nikita
Sept. 23rd: Jacqueline & Lily
Sept. 30th:James & Nikita

Highlights is a monthly publication of First United Methodist Church of Rainbow City 3208 Rainbow Drive Rainbow City, AL 35906
Phone: 256-442-3620

Email: info@rbcfumc.org

Website: www.rbcfumc.org

Editor: Gina Bailey Burns

Ushers

Amy Mitchell
Angie Nalan
Dinah Etchison
Shirley duPont

From Your Pastor: Sharing Your Faith

Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that
you have. But do this with gentleness and respect. -1 Peter 3:15
Personal Faith sharing is the best way for our world to come to know Jesus. Too many Christians
think they have to be a Biblical expert in order to help a person to come to know Christ, but that is
simply not true! The Apostle Peter reminds us that we should always be ready to tell why we find
hope in Christ. But how do we do that?
First, you need to find some common ground with the other person. Maybe you find out that they enjoy
doing the same sort of things that you do and so you strike up a friendship. You don’t necessarily start talking faith
matters. Instead, you just enjoy doing something with them like fishing, golfing, playing cards or knitting.
Secondly just be yourself. You don’t have to “wax theological” about God and all he has done. Instead,
you find a way just to slip into a faith conversation by simply saying what Jesus means to you. Tell them how he
has helped you through tough times or changed your life.
Thirdly, practice authenticity. People who are searching for spiritual answers are looking for people who
are real. They want individuals who will admit that they fail at times but also find the strength to get up, dust themselves off and continue on their journey of faith.
Fourthly and most importantly, make them feel loved. The worst thing we Christians can do is start with
the “you’re going to hell” idealism for that immediately turns others off and causes them to turn a deaf ear to you.
However, when you act as a conduit of the love of Jesus to them, they can’t help but feel it!
Recently, I asked someone I know why he had decided to believe in God and place faith in Christ after living so far from God at an earlier time. This person’s answer was “ because of Christians.” This person went on to
say that the love that he had felt from Christians is what lead him to come to know Christ.
And fifthly, practice sharing your faith. One of the best places to practice sharing our faith journey is by
sharing it with each other. It allows the speaker to grow in boldness as they feel safe sharing with the “home
crowd” and it bolsters the faith of the listeners as they hear how God is working in the lives of other people.
Therefore, starting in October, we will begin the practice of having a time of testimony in both services. I
am asking for people to volunteer to share about 3-5 minutes about how they came to know Christ, be willing to
share what Jesus has meant to them, how God’s Holy Spirit has enabled them, or just what Jesus has meant to you.
Would you PLEASE consider volunteering for this? We will begin first Sunday in October and, if we have enough
volunteers, continue through November. If you are willing, please contact Pastor Dee via text, call (205-234-9682)
or email: deedowdy12@gmail.com. WILL YOU BE WILLING TO STAND UP FOR JESUS? I HOPE YOU
WILL!
Pastor Dee

September Sermons

You are encouraged to read these scriptures and reflect upon them before coming to hear the sermon each week.
Date
09/2
09/9
09/16
09/23
09/30

Scripture
I Samuel 10:20-24
Mark 10: 13-31
2 Samuel 11:1-17
Mark 10: 46-52
To be announced

Theme
People Who Blew It: Saul
What Impresses God
People Who Blew It: David
Achieving Lasting Changes

S e p t e mb e r 2 0 1 8 I s s u e

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support

September Mission Focus
Brown Bag Friends
John Jones Elementary School
How often do we say, “Let’s try that new restaurant this weekend” or “why don’t we grill
steaks out Saturday night.” Most of us seldom think that we may miss a meal over the
weekend. This month’s focus is “Brown Bag Friends”. This is a program at John Jones
Elementary school where kids, that don’t have enough food for the weekend or an adult
to prepare food for them, will have something to fill their hungry stomachs. We will be collecting the following items to help them fill their bags.
Canned Ravioli (15 oz)
Canned Fruit (with pop tops) or fruit cups
Capri Suns
Giant Lunch Bags (6 1/8” x 4” x 12 3/8”)
Granola Bars
Pop Tarts
Deadline is Sunday, September 30th.
Memorials
In Memory of Chris Payne
Alan & Sheri McInturff (Sign fund)
Bob & Bobbie Walden (Sign Fund)

The Haitian Orphan Choir to Return
Here (Thursday, September 13th) at
6:30p.m.

In Memory of Frank Bogard
Bob & Bobbie Walden (Sign Fund)
In Memory of Rick Williams
Bob & Bobbie Walden (Sign Fund)

Join us for a Bridal Shower honoring
Jessica Mitchell
(daughter of Mike & Amy Mitchell)
and her fiancé Shawn Bowman
Sunday, September 16th from 2-4 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Jessica is registered at
Amazon and Belk
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If you love music then this is one concert you
won’t want to miss! Last year, we hosted the
Haitian Orphan Choir and our hearts were truly
blessed. They are returning to our church to
perform again and so we are sure to be blessed
again. They will be receiving a love offering as
this is one of their largest fundraisers to help the
“Love Him-Love Them” ministry to keep these
orphans afloat. Please plan on coming out and
being blessed and maybe sharing a blessing
with these precious children.

Our group meets at Rainbow City First
United Methodist Church on the third
Thursday of each month at 11am.
Contact: Olivia Kendrick at 205-454-4375
for more information.
Visit alz.org/altn to learn more about caregiver programs and resources.
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Exchange practical information on caregiving challenges
and possible solutions.
Talk through issues and ways of coping
Share feelings, needs and concerns.
Learn about community resources.
Develop a support system

A REALLY BAD CHOICE
(I’ve already told this joke to some of you, but for those who haven’t heard it—here it is)
Once there was this guy who was a good fellow but always wanted to go against the grain in life.
When he died, he went to heaven and Saint Peter showed him around. He then said, “You know Peter,
this looks great, but I think I want to go to the other place.” Peter was stunned and could not believe it. But he
said, “Well God allows free will so if that is really what you want, okay. But realize that once you make this decision, there is no coming back.”
So the guy arrived in hell where he is met by Satan who told him, “Peter told me you requested to come
here. We have never had anyone to do that so, you get your pick of three rooms in which you will spend eternity.”
Satan showed him the first room and in it is all sorts of people in terrible pain in the midst of flames. The guy told
Satan, “I sure don’t want to be in there!”
Satan said,” That’s okay, let’s look at the next room.” Satan opened the door and the guy saw all sorts of
horrible and terrifying demons chasing after people. So one again, they guy turned down this room.
So Satan and the guy arrived at the last door, Satan opened it and the guy saw people standing around sipping on wonderful smelling coffee. The only problem was everyone was knee deep in cow manure!
The man told Satan,” Well the cow manure is not a good thing but the coffee smells awesome and I love
coffee. I pick this room!” Satan responded” That’s a good choice but remember this is where you will spend eternity, there is not second chances with me.” The man said, “I understand.”
So, the man wades through the cow “ca-ca” and arrives at the coffee pot and pours himself a cup. He takes
the first sip and the door opens and the head demon shouts out, “Coffee break is over, everyone back on your
heads.” This guy made a really bad choice!
UPDATE ON THE CHURCH SIGN
The sign should be in place no later than the first of October. It has been ordered and the preparations for installation should be done before that date.

The choir consists of 22 multi-talented children,
their ages range from 4 -22 and they all live in
the same orphanage just outside of Petionville
in Haiti.
The choir will sing some of your favorite songs
in English, Creole and Spanish and will be
packed with worshipful music, dancing and interaction with the audience. There will be something for every member of the family. You may
read further about their ministry at
www.lovehimlovethem.org or on Facebook:
Lovehimlovethem.

Build a support system with people who understand
Alzheimer’s Association caregiver support groups, conducted by trained facilitators, are a safe place for caregivers,
family and friends of people with dementia to:

All men are invited to the
Men’s Breakfast, September
8th at 8 a.m. at Western
Sizzlin’ in Rainbow City.
13 People

were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the disciples
rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the little children come
to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. 15 Truly I tell you,
anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” 16 And he took the
children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them. Mark 10: 13-16
September 2018
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What can you do with a Noodle?
(Apparently A Lot!)

Children’s News
Some members of our
church reached out to
our Wee Angel parents
and kids on their first
day back at school. They
served coffee and muffins.

The children's ministry hosted a Back-to-School Bash-Noodle Night on Friday, August 17th! Who had the most fun... (the kids or the adults?) Thanks
Volunteers!

We did everything known to

Wee Angels started off their new school year in August! Sev-

mankind that you could possibly do with a noodle, including

eral new and returning children were welcomed into new

eating them.

classes. We are excited for these upcoming months! Our church
Is having “Wee Angels Sunday”, September 9th. You won’t
want to miss these precious children sing in the traditional service at 11 a.m.
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Articles for the October Issue of the
Highlights Newsletter are due on
Thursday,
September 20th

Fellowship friends
for September

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Lead Family:
Tom & Diane Greenhaw
Ken & Laura Durbin

Birthdays

Cindy Archer
Beckii Bradley
Larry & Dinah Etchison
Scott Jones
Jeanne & Kirk Mabeus
Barbara Schwartz
Bobbie & Bob Walden
Hilda Willard
Betty Grace Heaton
Janet Plunkett
Olivia Kendrick

Clothes Closet
Saturday, September 29th
From 9 am to 11a.m.
See Wanda Douthit for
details.
Call 256-442-4198 or email
wandadouthit@bellsouth.net
UMW CIRCLES
Ladies: This is a good time to join a circle
group if you are not involved in one already.
The UMW circles start back:

OUTREACH

(Something we do outside the walls of the church)

1st -Beckii Bradley
3rd-Robert Williams
7th– Flo Henderson
8th-Dale Blanton
9th-Gloria Griggs
10th-Angie Nalan
14th– John Lee
16th-Evelyn Owens
16th-Laura Phillips
16th—Shelby Tooley
17– Matt Pleger
21st-Ila Hooper
22nd-Joe Rowe
Anniversaries
4th-Penny & Jay Burns

Gadsden Area Emmaus Cluster at
6:30p.m. in our Fellowship Hall on Tuesday,
September 18th.

STEWARDSHIP AND
ATTENDANCE

A group from our Outreach Ministry team took
Chick--fil-A biscuits to the teachers and staff of
John Jones Elementary school as a way of
showing appreciation for all they do for the children of our community. Many of the children from
our “Wee Angels” program promote to John
Jones when they leave here. We would like to
form a special bond between our church and this
school. We are asking for volunteers who
would be willing to go one day a week and
perhaps read to the children, help them with
their reading or math work, etc. If you would
like to help, please contact Pastor Dee.

Please remember to keep your photography appointment for our new church
directory. We have had many changes
since our last one and it won’t be complete without YOU. The photographer
from Lifetouch will be here September 6
-8th to take your picture. You will receive an 8 x 10 photo and a free directory just for participating!
September Meetings
SPRC Meeting- Sunday, September 9th at 5 p.m.
Trustees Meeting- Monday, September 17th at 6 p.m.
Finance Meeting -Monday, September 10th at 6 p.m.
Admin Board Meeting - Sunday, September 30th at 5 p.m.

IMPORTANT
INFO ABOUT
OUR PRAYER
LIST

Beginning
Wednesday, September 5th
in order for our prayer list
to stay updated the list will
be cleared and started
fresh. Please see Sylvia Maltbie, Sammie Hawkins or Olivia
Kendrick each week if you
wish someone to be on the
prayer list. We will clear the
health section each month and
will clear the ongoing once a
quarter. Please don’t hesitate to
add someone back on.

Giving

Presence

September 9th: Live Love meets at 5 p.m.
Contact Jeanne Mabeus at 256-390-8925 for
more information.

July 29th
Total Deposit:
$7,685.95

July 29th
Total Attendance:
126

WELCOME BACK SARA HERRING!

September 11th: Agape meets at noon in the
Fellowship Hall. Contact Hilda Willard at 256295-2065 for more information. If you were a
member of Life Circle previously, you may
Newsletter
deadline
want to consider joining
this group.
All ladies
is
the
20th
of
each
are welcome!
month.

August 5th
Total Deposit:
$5,617.98

August 5th
Total Attendance:
136

Sara has been hired as our new nursery worker. She graduated from Jacksonville State
University with a bachelor and master degree and has spent the last four years teaching kindergarten and elementary children at Cornerstone Elementary School. We are
glad to have her back! Sara is pictured here with her sister, Lauren. Sara is the one on
the left. We are so happy to have Sara with us.

August 12th
Total Deposit:
$5,960.73

August 12th
Total Attendance:
137

August 19th
Total Deposit:
$4,233.00

August 19th
Total Attendance:
115

Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not much more valuable than they? Matthew 6: 26 (NIV)
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Church Wide Brunch
We will have a church wide brunch after the first service around 9:45 a.m. on September 16th instead of
the Fellowship Meal. Sunday School will be called off so that everyone can fellowship with one another.
Everyone is asked to bring breakfast type food. We plan to do this four times a year so people from both
services can interact with each other.
Highlights
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