Highlights

August 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1 New Testament
Bible Study at 10:30a.
Wet n Wild @ 5:30p

5 Bridal Shower for
Zach Mabeus & Katie
Bradberry 2-4p in FH
Sign up for appointments for pictures for
church directory

6 Rainbow Retirees @ 7 Men’s Bible Study @ 8 Praise Team Practice 9 Ladies Bible Study
11a
6:45a; Bead Group @ @ 6:30p.
@ 10a; Sanctuary
3:30p; Choir @ 5p
Group @ 5p.; Fellowship w/Elmo’s guys @
5:30p

12 Lay Leadership Mtg 13
@ 5 p.m.
Sign up for appointments for pictures for
church directory before/after service.

19 Fellowship Meal @ 20
noon
Sign up for appointments for pictures for
church directory before/after service.

26

2 Ladies Bible Study
@ 10a; Sanctuary
Group @ 5p.

27

Sat

3

From Pastor Dee

10

11 UMM Breakfast @
8a

15 Praise Team Practice @ 6:30p.

16 Ladies Bible Study
@ 10a; Alzheimer’s
Support Group @11;
Sanctuary Group @
5p.

17 Noodle Night for
Kids @ 5:30p

18

21 Men’s Bible Study
@ 6:45a; Bead Group
@ 3:30p; Choir @ 5p

22 Christianity 101for
Children @ 5p Wonderful Wed. @ 5:30p;
Praise Team Practice
@ 6:30p.

23 Ladies Bible Study
@ 10a; Sanctuary
Group @ 5p.

24

25 Clothes Closet 911a

28 Men’s Bible Study
@ 6:45a; Bead Group
@ 3:30p; Choir @ 5p

29 Christianity 101 for 30 Ladies Bible Study
Children @ 5p; Won- @ 10a; Sanctuary
derful Wed. @ 5:30p; Group @ 5p.
Praise Team Practice
@ 6:30p.

31

Ministers—Congregation
Pastor— Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant—Gina Bailey Burns
Financial Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angels/Children's Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter
Audio & Visual Technicians—Scott Jones
Alan McInturff, Jimmy Owens, Randall Vickery

8:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Children’s Church

Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff

Nursery Information:
Sunday mornings a nursery is provided. Birth-Age 3.
Wednesday a nursery is provided if needed.
Contact Peggy Epperson at 256-442-8001
Special Events child care is provided for children of all ages.

Acolytes

August 5th: Amberlee & Lily
Aug.12th: Jacqueline & Akarra
Aug. 19th: James & Nikita
Aug. 26th: Jacqueline & Lily

Twitter:@
rbcfumc

Greeter Schedule

Crossroads
Dennis & Patsy Henderson

Greeters

Traditional Service
Jonathan Roland
Chuck Nalan
Jim Nabors
J.D. Archer

Highlights is a monthly publication of First United Methodist Church of Rainbow City 3208 Rainbow Drive Rainbow City, AL 35906
Phone: 256-442-3620

Email: info@rbcfumc.org

Website: www.rbcfumc.org

Editor: Gina Bailey Burns

Our Precious “Wee-Ones”
“Anyone who welcomes a little child on my behalf is welcoming me. Let the little children come
to me. Don’t stop them. For the kingdom of heaven belongs to those who are like these children.” ---Jesus (Matthew 18:5, 19:14)
As many of you may realize, one of the greatest “treasures”
that God entrusts to us isn’t money or buildings. Instead it is
little children! God loves us all but He wants those of us who
already know him to teach others about him, especially the
next generation. God was very adamant in the Old Testament
that children be taught about the nature of God and what He
wants for our lives. (See Deuteronomy 6:1-7). Also, Jesus
makes us aware that when we welcome little children in His
name, we welcome him. In fact, when some of disciples attempted to keep little children from
coming to see Jesus, he got upset with them and insisted that they allow the children to come and
be with him!
Also, our baptism ritual for infants and small children, we as a church, make a promise to help the
parents to raise their children to know about the Lord. A strong emphasis on teaching children is
part of the Methodist way. John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist movement, was adamant
about his pastors instructing children about Jesus. And on top of this, God placed a pastor in my
life who modeled for me the importance of ministry to children. Thus, I am very passionate about
any church I serve helping these precious ones come to know about the Lord!

Facebook.com/rbcfumc
Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001
Email: weeangels@bellsouth.net
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14 Men’s Bible Study
@ 6:45a; Bead Group
@ 3:30p; Choir @ 5p

Worship Service Schedule
SUNDAY
Crossroads Worship Service
Sunday School
Traditional Worship

Fri
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When I first arrived at this church, we had a few important things going
on for children including the fall festival and the “Wet and Wild”
Wednesday. But, we did not have a regular Wednesday night program.
Now, due to the hard work of Marcy Puckett, Peggy Epperson and other
volunteers, we have 15 or so children every Wednesday night. Furthermore, I have started a class about the Christian faith for our young ones
that meets at 5 pm on Wednesdays. (Note: there were 10 in my first
class and my hope is that these children will accept Christ, be baptized
and become members of this church).
Also, when I arrived a year ago, I learned about the wonderful outreach ministry that is done
through the “Wee Angels” program that is held at this church. Wee Angels is a ministry of this
church. Yet, it is a practically a self-sustaining entity that is headed up by Peggy Epperson under
the guidance of the “Wee Angels Board” headed up by Scott Jones and made up of church members. (Continued on page 6)
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Wonderful Wednesdays

03
07
13
14
15
18
19
21
27
28
29
31

Luann McGhee
Larry Hawkins
Wayne Chambers
Helen Brown
Kirk Mabeus
Cathy Majors
Rachel Stewart
Tom Greenhaw
Wanda Douthit
Alan McInturff
Tim Hawkins
Diane Greenhaw

01
03
15
15
17
20
21
22

Randy & Marie McClusky
Alan & Sheri McInturff
Phil & Jerre Baxter
Randy & Laura Phillips
Tim & Sammie Hawkins
Larry & Shelby Hawkins
Jimmy & Evelyn Owens
Randall & Nancy Vickery

Lead Family:
Amy & Mike Mitchell
Ray & Carol Hutchison
Helen Brown
Linda Cleveland
Cynthia Earp
Ila Hooper
Mary McAbee
Evelyn Muskett
Annie Earp
Nancy Sansom
Steve & Sherri Watson
Wayne & Sylvia Maltbie.

Stewardship

On August 16th the Sanctuary small group will be starting a new book study, “An
Altar in the World” by Barbara Brown Taylor. Known
for its geography of faith,
this book helps readers to
discover the sacred in the
small things we see and do daily. We welcome everyone to meet with us in the Activities Room on Thursdays from 5:00 to 6:00 beginning Aug.16th. Contact
Marcy at 256-390-3253 A.S.A.P. to order a book.

August 19th
at noon

Giving

Presence

July 1st
Total Deposit:
$6,128.00

July 1st
Total Attendance:
123

July 8th
Total Deposit:
$2,921.00

July 8th
Total Attendance:
112

July 15th
Total Deposit:
$5,178.00

July 15th
Total Attendance:
148

July 22nd
Total Deposit:
$2,300.78

July 22nd
Total Attendance:
114

June was water month for
Wonderful Wednesdays. We
focused on Biblical fish and
water stories, underwater art
projects and Wet N Wild
Water Slides! The pictures
show how we made fish and
listened to stories about our
theme. Thank you volunteers for making this possible.

New Church T-Shirts!

Bring your favorite dish

We have nice, heavy cotton prewashed t-shirts with our church name
along with a wonderful message available for $11 each. ($12.00 for adult sizes 2x and 3x). We have various sizes.

Clothes Closet
Saturday, August 25
From 9 am to 11:00 am
Contact Wanda Douthit for details
at 256-442-4198 or email
wandadouthit@bellsouth.net

We strongly encourage you to purchase one so that we can all wear
them to church activities, especially our
outreach. See Sherri Watson or Olivia
Kendrick to look at the new shirts and
order if you wish.

Come join us for a Fellowship Meal after the second
service.

Highlights

Join us for Noodle night on Friday,
August 17th at 5:30 p.m.! See Marcy or
Peggy if you would like to volunteer.

August 2018
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July’s Red Cross Blood Drive in memory of Chris Payne
Thanks to all who donated blood or helped with the blood drive.
Looking Ahead at Pastor Dee’s Sermon Series

People Who Blew It

August 5th:
August 12th:
August 19th:
August 26th:
September 2nd:
September 9th:

Achan
Samson
Eli
Israel
Saul
David

Joshua 7:1-13, 19-23
From Judges 13-16
From Samuel (Various texts)
1 Samuel 8: 1-20
1 Samuel 10: 20-24
2 Samuel 11: 1-17

UMCOR CHRISTMAS SHOEBOXES
UMCOR Christmas Shoeboxes for 2018 was a great success this year! Thanks to everyone that contributed
items and money to fill the 100 boxes. A special thanks
to the United Methodist Women who paid the postage
to get the boxes to the children and to the United
Methodist Men for their generous donation.
Thanks to the 19 people that came out and assembled
the boxes. We racked up 72 mission hours on this project. We worked hard and had a nice supper and great
fellowship.
Cathy Majors and Barbara Cagle

Wet ‘n Wild Wednesday
The kids had a blast at our July
Wet ‘n Wild Wednesday!

August Mission Focus – Etowah Free Community Clinic
We will be collecting items for the clinic this month. The clinic provides uninsured and lowincome citizens of Etowah County with access to physicians, nurses, support staff and prescription medications. Local physicians volunteer their time to treat patients at the clinic and
make necessary referrals to participating specialists who treat patients in their offices.
The clinic is a non-profit facility whose support comes from the combination of private contributions, local civic organizations and churches.
Along with the items listed below, they can always use volunteers. Our own church member,
Dr. Chip Griffith is very involved in this ministry and will be happy to answer any questions
you may have about the clinic.
The clinic is located at 423 South 3rd Street, Gadsden, AL 35901 and the phone number is
256-546-3456. We will be collecting the following items:
Hand Sanitizer
Deodorant
Tooth Brushes & Toothpaste

Bathroom Tissue
Paper Towels
Anti-bacterial wipes
Memorials

In Memory of Frank Bogard (Sherri Watson’s Dad)
Olivia Kendrick-sign fund
Larry & Dinah Etchison
Pat & Dennis Henderson –sign fund
Tim & Sammie Hawkins– sign fund
Ray & Carol Hutchison– sign fund
Cathy & Bo Bohannon
In Memory of Chris Payne
Sylvia & Wayne Maltbie-sign fund
Ray & Carol Hutchison– sign fund
Cathy & Bo Bohannon
In Memory of Rick Williams (Bob William’s son)
Ray & Carol Hutchison—sign fund
In Memory of Joe Ed Seale
From his son, Joe Lee Seale—UMM
Congratulations to Shelby Tooley
Shelby Tooley is a member of our church and is Gloria Griggs grandson. Shelby has been
promoted to Petty Officer in the United States Navy and also is the proud daddy of Anthony Jackson Tooley who was born on July 13th. His address has been changed to:

Thanks to all the
volunteers!
Highlights

Shelby Tooley
616 Sheridan Road Apt #12
Bremerton, WA 98310
August 2018
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Join us for a Bridal Shower honoring
Katie Bradberry
and her finance Zach Mabeus
(Son of Kirk and Jeanne Mabeus)
Sunday, August 5th from 2-4 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Katie is registered at
Bed, Bath & Beyond, Target, and Macy’s
Rainbow City First United Methodist Church Directory
A lot has changed since our last directory. We are getting ready
to create a new photo directory and we need you to make it
complete. Our directory will showcase our families, provide updated contact information and become a useful resource to
keep us connected. By participating, you will receive a printed
and electronic version of the new directory and a free 8 x 10.
We will have sign up sheets here at the church to schedule your
appointment Sunday, August 5th, 12th and 19th. The professional photographer will have appointments on Thursday and
Friday, September 6th and 7th from 2 p.m. to 8:30 pm. Appointments also will be available Saturday, from 10 a.m. to
4:30. p.m.
Dear Church Family,
I want to let you know how much I appreciate the calls, gifts, cards and texts received during my recent surgery and recovery. But mostly I want to tell you how much I
felt the prayers during this time. I’m truly blessed to call you my church family.

Welcome Our New Organist
John Lee
Dear Church Family:
I am deeply honored to have been chosen as the new organist of Rainbow City First
United Methodist Church. I would like to thank everyone who had a part in bringing me
on board and placing me in this position.
I would like to take this time to give you some information about myself to assist in helping you get to know me better. I grew up in Gadsden and graduated from Gadsden High
School in 1983. I began studying Piano at age 6. I later began my Organ Studies at age
14 with George McSpadden, Organist at First Baptist Church of Gadsden. I then attended Gadsden State Junior College for one year. In 1984 I went to Birmingham-Southern
College where I studied organ with both Dr. James Dorroh, and Dr. James H. Cook. I
graduated (Cum Laude) in May of 1988 with a Bachelor of Music Degree in Organ Performance. After much contemplation, I decided to audition for The University of Southern
California. I flew out for the audition and was accepted in the Graduate School for Music.
While there I studied organ with Cherry Rhodes, who is well known throughout the United States and Europe as a Master of the organ. I continued living out in Los Angeles for
13 years, then returned to Birmingham in February of 2006 to be closer to my family. I
last served as Organist at First Christian Church of Whittier, CA for 6 years. I feel as if I
am not only returning home, but also feel very blessed to be part of such a great church
family.
I have an associate’s degree in computer programming, so when I am not working with
my music, I am on my computer. I love to bowl, go hiking, watch SEC Football (total
Bama fan here), go out to dinner, movies, musicals, and I spend a lot of time with my sister and niece in Birmingham. I am also a member of the Birmingham Chapter of the
American Guild of Organists
I am very happy and excited about being your new organist, and look forward to getting
to know each of you. Please feel free to come by and say hello!

God Bless you!
Dannie Hallmark

John J. Lee

Dear Church Family,

Update on our Church Sign

I can not thank you all enough for all the prayers, calls, cards, texts, food, visits and donations during the past few months. I truly don’t know where I would be without my
church family. I thank God for each of you everyday. God’s Got This!

Many people have contributed to this project with the latest fund raiser of selling raffle tickets for a merchant basket. We have been collecting money for our new church sign since
2014 and now have a total of $25,457.50.

Gina Payne

Highlights

August 2018

A few years ago, Rev. Lynn Dimon wrote an article for our Highlights. She said, "Imagination
often makes it possible to envision our hopes.” She also said that a digital sign is an investment in our future. Here we are in 2018 and this dream may be a reality very soon.
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Worship Service Prayer Team
Rainbow City First United Methodist Church
Rainbow City First United Methodist Church members believe in the
power of prayer. We want to immerse our programs and services in
prayer so that we are following the lead of the Holy Spirit rather than
asking the Holy Spirit to bless our ideas. Therefore, we have volunteers
praying during each worship service for the service, the pastor, worship
leaders, musicians and worshippers as a group and individually.

Welcome to our Church
Family
New Members

Our Vision:
That our worship services will be filled with the Holy Spirit and will help lead persons into deeper Christian discipleship.
Our Mission:
To have multiple persons praying during each worship service, either at home or on site and to
have a least two persons praying on-site during each service. To collect prayer requests before,
during, and after the services for individuals who request prayers during the service. To pray for
the pastor and other worship participants in each worship service, asking God’s Holy Spirit to
use them to help others feel the presence of God. To pray that God’s Holy Spirit will open the
hearts and minds of all present during the worship services (at church and on-line) to what God
has to say to them.

We are pleased to have these three
guys who recently joined our church.
Two on profession of faith and Neil
Thomey on transfer from another
denomination. Neil came to us
through our Elmo’s guy ministry.

Matthew Pleger
Gavynn Golden
Neil Thoney
Michael and Elissa Archer and
their sons Briggs & Barrette
were baptized

Our Prayer Promise:
•To pray with complete assurance that God hears our prayers and will answer them in His
time and will.
•To keep all prayer requests confidential.
•To listen to all prayer requests with respect and without judgement.
•To listen to God, praying for His will not ours
•To praise God and to always give Him the glory.
To request prayer:
•Complete a prayer request card found in the seating at each service. You may deposit it in
the box outside the prayer room or put it in the offering plate/basket as it is passed. Ushers
will bring any prayer requests in the offering to the prayer room during the service.
•Request prayers by contacting a member of the prayer team or Pastor Dee. (Please email
him at deedowdy12@gmail.com.) You may also call the church office at (256) 442-3620
Mondays – Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
To join the prayer team:
We hope you will want to join the prayer team. Please contact Olivia Kendrick (205-4544375)), Sammie Hawkins (865-661-1216) or Sylvia Maltbie (256-328-571) to join us. Our
hope is to have enough people so that volunteers are praying on-site and at home once a
month.
Prayer team members: Sammie Hawkins, Olivia Kendrick, Sylvia Maltbie

Highlights
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The Archer Family
This beautiful family have been regular
attenders for some time now, but decided
to make it official on July 22nd. Michael
came on transfer from another UMC and
Elissa came to us on transfer from another
denomination. Briggs and Barrett were
both baptized.

Highlights

Matt Pleger came to us as
our guitar player in the
Crossroads Service. We are
pleased that he has joined
our church on profession of
faith and was baptized.

August 2018

Gavynn Golden came to us as our
bass guitar player in the Crossroads service. We are pleased
that he has joined our church on
profession of faith and was baptized.
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(cont. from page 1)
As I mentioned, this ministry is practically self-sustaining and
even reimburses the church for the utilities and insurance that
we must maintain to have this ministry housed here. They have
done things such as paying for the recent stripping of the floors
in this church’s children’s wing as well as replacing the carpet
in two of the rooms and buying playground equipment. Thus, the children that come
to our church on Sunday mornings get to reap some of the benefits of what the Wee
Angels program provides.
Furthermore, little children are having the seeds of faith planted in them by attending this wonderful ministry. The teachers of the Wee-Angels program share with the children about God. Also, I
spend time sharing from the Bible with them and help them to have a weekly worship experience.
Furthermore, I have worked hard to build relationships with these children and thus their parents. It is
my hope, that if these parents do not have a church, they will consider RBCFUMC.
In my opinion, this is one of the most important outreach ministries affiliated with this
church—because, as I mentioned, seeds of faith are being planted in these children. For this reason, I
have worked with the trustees and finance team to improve our children’s
wing. Some volunteers worked to tear down the falling room divider between one of the nursery and classrooms and replaced it with a real wall.
They are also getting someone to come and paint the walls in the classrooms and hallways (except the beautiful mural). And, as you know, the
floors have been stripped and re-waxed and now look almost new.
Now, you may wonder why we are spending so much effort and some money on this area. To show parents that come to this church that we love children, want the best for them
and are committed to planting the seeds of faith into them! Children matter to Jesus and so they must
matter to us!
We all know that we do not have many younger families here at RBCUMC. And while all of
our more “seasoned” members are highly valued, we know that for this church to have a long term future, and to fulfill Jesus’ command to make disciples, we must reach out to others, especially young
families. So please continue to support our efforts to reach these precious “wee ones” and their
families! For what we do for them, we are doing for Jesus!
LAY-LEADERSHIP TEAM MEETING AUGUST 12TH @ 5pm
The Lay-leadership team will have its first meeting on Sun. August 12th to begin the
process of discerning who we should nominate for various ministry positions for 2019.
Our Charge Conference is in mid October, so Pastor Dee wants to get started early.
The Girl’s Still Got It
The Ladies Bible Study Class have recently starting a study on the
book The Girl’s Still Got It by Liz Curtis Higgs. She is also the author
of Bad Girls of the Bible and is also an entertaining and inspirational
speaker. This book is about Ruth in the Bible.
The Ladies meet in the Library here at the church every Thursday at
10:00 in the morning. Ladies you are invited to join us! For more information please contact Gayle Chambers at 256-442-2237 or text or
call 256-393-5400 (cell)

Highlights
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A Letter from Hunter Jones concerning his efforts to help victims of
Hurricanes Irma and Maria.
Thank you Pastor Dee and Everyone,
I would like to thank everyone again for all their support in helping me in my efforts to help
victims of Hurricanes Irma and Maria. In September the Hurricanes wrecked parts of the
Caribbean and I found a group of volunteers who were giving their time to help rebuild
and recover from the storms. I did not have money to give but I did have lots of time, so I
offered that. I originally signed up for two weeks in the Florida Keys and enjoyed it so
much that I ended up staying for two months. The work we did there had such a lasting
impact on me and the other volunteers and the residents that I signed up for two more
months in the U.S. and the Virgin Islands in St. Thomas for another two months. Although
our volunteer group (All Hands and Hearts) doesn't have a religious affiliation, we do use
churches and schools as our base of operations and as dormitories while we are there.
While in Florida we helped gut and sanitize over 140 homes for free to help get families
back on their feet. In St Thomas, the group is still there with over 400 homes ready for rebuilding.
In Florida we weren't allowed to rebuild the homes because we are not licensed contractors and in St Thomas we focused on homes with children and seniors first. As my time
there ended I decided that I still wasn't finished helping others and asked to stay longer;
however, there was another round of volunteers due in and didn't have enough space for
everyone at the church so they suggested that I head over to British Virgin Island of Tortola where we had a small group of 20 people staying in a school. Our focus there was on
getting the school ready for rebuilding (taking out all the desks, ceiling tiles, windows and
doors). In Tortola we still were not allowed to rebuild the by
schools because of government contracts by the British to hire only their citizens to work
on the schools. There are only two schools on the island and one is a huge 4 story high
school... the kids are currently spending a half day at the other high school and being
home schooled.
I am now headed to Puerto Rico to help put roofs on houses and buildings that were decimated during Hurricane Maria. I have signed up for two months; however, I may decide to
stay longer if possible. Our group is planning on being there for the next two years. This
has been such a richly rewarding experience for me that I plan to continue helping others
as long as I can. There is always a tornado in Kansas, an earthquake in Nepal, flooding in
Texas and wildfires in California - it has been a very busy year for Mother Nature. Thank
you EVERYONE for your support as I move forward in helping everyone affected by the
storms.
Hunter Jones
freeagent101@gmail.com
256-515-0138
Highlights
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