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A Church Transformed

A Church Transformed

we have also risen
“It is useless to proclaim ‘Christ is risen,’ unless at the same time we can say that _______________________________.”
—Christoph Blumhardt

“It is useless to proclaim ‘Christ is risen,’ unless at the same time we can say that _______________________________.”
—Christoph Blumhardt

restless life
To live an Easter life is to live a _______________________,
one that is never settled and content with death.

To live an Easter life is to live a _______________________, one that is never settled and content with death.

cover-up story
If we do not live Easter lives then we only play into the ________________________________________.

If we do not live Easter lives then we only play into the ________________________________________.

crowning evidence that Jesus was alive was not a vacant grave, but a Spirit-filled fellowship. Not a rolled-away
“The
stone, but a carried away church.” —Clarence Jordan

crowning evidence that Jesus was alive was not a vacant grave, but a Spirit-filled fellowship. Not a rolled-away
“The
stone, but a carried away church.” —Clarence Jordan

did
The real question about resurrection is not whether we believe it _________
happen, but rather whether we believe it

The real question about resurrection is not whether we believe it _________ happen, but rather whether we believe it

will happen.
_________

_________ happen.

Becoming Transformed - Becoming Transformational

Becoming Transformed - Becoming Transformational

One of the things that holds us back from Easter living is that so few of us have ever experienced
_______________ resurrection.

One of the things that holds us back from Easter living is that so few of us have ever _______________ resurrection.

Often Christians talk about Jesus as if the greatest thing he does is make us ____________________________________.
inwardly happy

Often Christians talk about Jesus as if the greatest thing he does is make us ____________________________________.

The convincing proof of Jesus’ resurrection will be that everywhere we go we are employed in a

The convincing proof of Jesus’ resurrection will be that everywhere we go we are employed in a

______________________________
fierce engagement with the powers of death.

______________________________ with the powers of death.
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Daily Scripture Readings

Mon. 4/17/2017

Colossians 3:1-4

The new life in Christ

Mon. 4/17/2017

Colossians 3:1-4

The new life in Christ

Tues. 4/18/2017

1 Corinthians 15:1-58

The resurrection of Jesus

Tues. 4/18/2017

1 Corinthians 15:1-58

The resurrection of Jesus

Wed. 4/19/2017

Acts 3:1-16

Peter trusts in the power of resurrection

Wed. 4/19/2017

Acts 3:1-16

Peter trusts in the power of resurrection

Thurs. 4/20/2017 Acts 4:1-22

Peter and John before the council

Thurs. 4/20/2017 Acts 4:1-22

Peter and John before the council

Fri. 4/21/2017

Acts 4:23-37

Believers live as a contrast society

Fri. 4/21/2017

Acts 4:23-37

Believers live as a contrast society

Sat. 4/22/2017

Isaiah 25:1-9

The Banquet on the mountain

Sat. 4/22/2017

Isaiah 25:1-9

The Banquet on the mountain

Paul invites the Colossians to live a new life for the very reason that Christ has been raised. Christians anticipate the
completion of resurrection’s work by committing themselves in faith to the one who raised Jesus from the dead and
has the power to raise us, too.
To remind the Corinthians of the validity of his appeals to live as a unified, contrast community serving the mission of
God in Christ (1 Cor. 12-13), Paul reminds them of the truth of the resurrection that has happened. They are then to live
courageous lives of faithfulness (v. 5) in anticipation of the resurrection that will happen (v. 51-57).
Empowered by the Spirit and knowing that all the signs and dominion of death must be undone because of Easter, Peter invokes the name and life of Christ to heal a disabled person in the temple. He then preaches to all who witnessed it
that God will not abide systems of exploitation and death.
Facing the same council as Jesus only months before, Peter and John defy their power to condemn and deal in oppression by appealing to Jesus’ resurrection. Even though the council had condemned Jesus to death, because Jesus
he raised, they reasoned, the council was ultimately on the losing side.
Having seen the power of the resurrection, the believers pray for boldness and courage to live in full trust of God’s
unfolding promise to redeem the entire universe. They even find a way to share manna equitably and experience the
gift of enough.
Isaiah envisioned the day when exploitation and death, hallmarks of Pharaoh’s Egypt, will be ended by the divine power
of God’s salvation. In Easter, God sets the celebratory banquet of healing and reconciliation Isaiah envisions. The question is: will you respond to the invitation.
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Download this week’s prayer list from http://tinyurl.com/prayer-2017-04-12
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