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God’s Surprise

Sermon 7 of 11 in The Roots of Redemption

Get a filled-in version and listen to the audio of the sermon at rbcfumc.org/sermons.
The Grow Guide is available at noon Sunday; sermon audio available by Tuesday at 8am.

Sermon Notes

Luke 2:21-40
Rev. Dr. R. Brandon Harris
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Mon. 4/10/2017

Luke 1:39-56

Mary’s understanding of Jesus’ life
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Luke 1:39-56

Mary’s understanding of Jesus’ life

Tues. 4/11/2017

Luke 1:67-80

Zechariah prophesies about the unborn Savior

Tues. 4/11/2017

Luke 1:67-80

Zechariah prophesies about the unborn Savior

Wed. 4/12/2017

Luke 9:18-36

The Messiah must suffer and die
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Luke 9:18-36

The Messiah must suffer and die

Thurs. 4/13/2017 Luke 22:1-65

Thursday night

Thurs. 4/13/2017 Luke 22:1-65

Thursday night

Fri. 4/14/2017

Luke 22:66-23:56

Friday

Fri. 4/14/2017

Luke 22:66-23:56

Friday

Sat. 4/15/2017

Luke 23:56; Genesis 2:1-3

Sat. 4/15/2017

Luke 23:56; Genesis 2:1-3

While visiting with her cousin Elizabeth, Mary sings a song about her son’s life. He will put down the mighty from their
thrones. He will fill the hungry and send the rich away empty. In short, he will eradicate the ways of Pharaoh’s Egypt
from the earth.
With similar themes as Mary’s song, Zechariah prophesies that his own son (John the Baptist) is the one God has sent
to prepare the way for the coming Messiah. “The dawn from on high” is coming. He is coming to “guide our feet in the
way of peace” and not in the ways of violence and hatred. What a surprise!
The disciples are beginning to realize the collision course between Jesus’ way of love and peace and the big-deal way
of domination and exploitation. He explains to them that being Messiah is not about God’s domination but sacrificial
love. This is what glorifies God and transforms the world.
Jesus shares in the Passover with his friends. They argue about greatness and he again reminds them of sacrificial love
as the only way. He calls them to remember his own sacrifice in the drinking of wine and eating of bread. Then, he goes
out to pray on the Mount of Olives where he is arrested and imprisoned by the High Priest’s guards.
Jesus is brought before the High Priest’s council on trumped up charges of blasphemy. He is then taken to two other
big deals to receive their sentences of condemnation. Finally the sentence is handed down: crucifixion. Jesus dies a
rebel’s death. The tomb is sealed. Jesus and his trouble making ways are done.

Rest

Creation is hard work. It is expectant work. Hopeful work. Sometimes painful work. So is re-creation. In Jesus’ death
the work of re-creation was complete. The way of Pharaoh’s Egypt had been completely and fully rejected and the way
of love had been fully prepared. All that was left was to live the new life that was begun in Jesus. But first, rest.
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Download this week’s prayer list from http://tinyurl.com/prayer-2017-03-29
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