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17 Fellowship
Meal at noon;
Christianity @5p

18
19 3:30p Bead
Finance Mtg at 6p 6:30 Emmaus
Cluster (FH)

20 11a Christianity 21 Bible St 10a
101
Alzheimer's 11
6 p Choir
Sanctuary 5p
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24
Christianity 101
5p

25

27 11a Christianity 28
101
Bible Study 10a
6p Choir
Sanctuary 5p

29

30 Clothes
Closet 9-11

26 Bead 3:30p
Admin Board 6
pm

Facebook.com/rbcfumc

Twitter:@rbcfumc

Ministers—Congregation
Pastor— Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant—Gina Bailey Burns
Financial Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angels/Children's Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter
Audio & Visual Technicians—Scott Jones
Alan McInturff, Jimmy Owens, Randall Vickery

Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001 Email:
weeangels@bellsouth.net
Worship Service Schedule
SUNDAY
Crossroads Worship Service
Sunday School
Traditional Worship
WEDNESDAY
Choir Practice
.

8:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Children’s Church

Traditional
Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff
Crossroads
1 Sunday: Wayne Maltbie
2nd Sunday: Cindy Archer
3rd Sunday: Sam Puckett
4th Sunday: Carlos Payne

6:00 p.m.

Email: info@rbcfumc.org

Website: www.rbcfumc.org

Editor: Gina Bailey Burns

Your Brother In Christ

Pastor Dee
Next Sermon Series

Pastor Dee will begin the next sermon series Entitled “Authentic Discipleship” beginning on September
10th. This sermon series is based on scripture and comes from my reading of a study on the same subject
matter from author Ian Malins. My prayer is these sermons will help us to reflect upon on our own walk with
Christ. The scriptures and themes of this series are shown below. You are encouraged to read these scriptures and reflect upon them before coming to hear the sermon.

Ushers

Captain: Amy Mitchell
Dinah Etchison
Katie Mitchell
Angie Nalan
Shirley DuPont
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From Pastor Dee

“For you are all children of God through faith in Christ Jesus. And all who have been united with
Christ have put on the character of Christ, putting on new clothes. There is no longer Jew or Gentile,
slave or free, male and female. For you are all one in Christ Jesus.”- The Apostle Paul Galatians 3:28
(NLT)
When I was in the first grade, my mother made some cupcakes for me to share with my classmates.
However, we were one short. As I was handing them out, I became aware that there was only one remaining. Yet, there was another student left to receive one. Rather than letting the other child have the last one
I chose to keep one for me. And the child who did not get the cupcake was the only African-American
student on our class.
He was different than me; I had seen him get in fights with other little boys. So, I rationalized in my
young mind, that it was okay for me to not give him a cupcake. To this day, that event still “haunts me.”
Therefore, I have become very adamant in my ministry of communicating that everyone matters to God.
Because of this formative event in my life, the recent events in Charlottesville Virginia makes my heart ache. We have become a nation
divided by so many issues. But the issue of prejudice has come to the forefront. Prejudice implies that I am better than you and therefore
God cares for me and not you. It forgets that God made us all and desires that we all live together in peace, harmony and mutual caring.
Yes, God does care about everyone. He seeks to share His great love with every single human being on this planet. He does not
pick and choose. His transforming grace is available to all of us whether we are, rich or poor, black or white, red or yellow, old or young.
He wants everyone to come to a life changing relationship with His Son Jesus Christ!
And so as the pastor of this church, I want you to know that every person in this church matters to me! I want everyone to know
that God loves them and has plan for their lives. And I desire all of us to be one unified body of Christ who has the singular mission of
leading others to the saving grace of God through Jesus Christ.
I want you to know that everyone in this church is needed to bring our mission to fruition. Some of you may feel that you are too
old and are no longer needed. But that is simply NOT true! You are valued, loved and wanted. You can be mentors to the younger generation and help them to grow in Christ. Others may think they are too young or inexperienced. But remember that God “doesn’t call the
equipped. He equips the called.” God can use you to help us find ways to reach a new generation. Therefore, let us work together as one
body to share the Good News that God so loved the entire world that He gave His Son Jesus Christ so that everyone who would ever believe in Him would have eternal life! (my paraphrase and emphasis) My love to each of you for I am….

Acolytes
Juliana Roland
Jacqueline Roland

Greeter Schedule

st

September

April 20152017

Date
09/10
09/17
09/24
10/01
10/08
10/15
10/22
10/29
11/5

Scripture
Matthew 11:28-30
Philippians 3:7-16
Joshua 24:14-15, Luke 14:25-33
1 Peter 5:6-11
Ephesians 6:10-18
Matthew 6:5-14
2 Timothy 3:14-17
Mark 10:35-45
Psalm 122:1

Theme
The Meaning of Discipleship
The Callings of Discipleship
The Requirements of Discipleship
The Dangers of Discipleship
The Defenses of Discipleship
The Practices of Discipleship: Prayer
The Practices of Discipleship: Bible Study
The Practices of Discipleship: Servanthood
The Practices of Discipleship: Financial Stewardship
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September Mission Focus
This month, we are going to help our local police and
firemen by collecting Teddy bears and blankets. When
our police are called to a domestic dispute, they give
Teddy bears to the small children to comfort them during the emotional trauma. When our firemen are
called to a residential or apartment fire, they give
blankets to the victims who may only have the clothes
on their backs. The Teddy bears need to be about 12”-15” tall. (No
Beenie babies). Full or twin sized blankets would be great. Please put
your purchased items in The Depot on the table. The deadline is Sunday, Sept. 24th.
Mission Team
ATTENTION MEN:
A SURVEY OF INTEREST
Pastor Dee wants more men to get involved in Bible Study. He is considering an early
morning study at Jack’s on Rainbow Drive. If you would be interested, in meeting on a
Tuesday or Wednesday morning around 7 am, please notify Gina in the church office or
email Pastor Dee at deedowdy12@gmail.com or text him at (205) 234-9682
Christianity 101: Statement of Beliefs: The Christian Faith through a United Methodist Lens study will begin on Sunday nights at 5 p.m. and will be repeated on
Wednesday mornings at 11 a.m. beginning Sept. 10th and 13th. If you are interested
in attending, please call Gina at the church office or Pastor Dee.
Please call Gina at the church office or Pastor Dee if you would like to be a shepherd in
our new “Shepherding Program”.
-- Concerning Pastoral Visits
As you know, I would like the opportunity to get to know everyone in the church better.
One way I have always done that is by making “in-home” visits. Some of you have already invited me over and I have enjoyed that. However, I did want to inform everyone
that I have a policy of not visiting in the home of ladies without some other adult being
present. The Apostle Paul told us in 1 Thessalonians 5:22 that we are to avoid any appearance of evil. Therefore, I have made this policy to uphold the Christian witness of
everyone involved. So, please consider having me over to meet you and some of your
other church friends. I hope everyone understands.

Alzheimer’s Caregiver Support Group
Mid South Chapter

Our group meets at Rainbow City
First United Methodist Church on the
third Thursday of each month from
11am-12pm.
Contact: Olivia Kendrick at 205-4544375 for more information.
Visit alz.org/altn to learn more about
caregiver programs and resources.

We are starting a “Rainbow Retirees” group meeting on Tuesday, September 5th at 11
a.m. for food, fellowship, and games in the Fellowship Hall. Please bring a covered dish
to share and a game you would like to play!
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Glow Back to School Bash

Children’s News

The children's ministry hosted a Glow Back to school party on Friday, August
18th! You can see how much fun the kids and adults had. Thanks Volunteers!

THANK YOU!
I would like to thank Lily Epperson and Aleah McInturff for their help in
completing the Wee Angel photo background. This was used for the First Day
pictures taken by the Wee Angel staff. If you would like to see this, drop by
the Youth classroom. Lily has also become one of our regular participants in
our bead group on Tuesdays at 3:30. Come join us and Lily can show you how
to make prayer beads. Teaching young people to serve at church is a great
way to form future church leaders!
Marcy Puckett
Wee Angels started off their new school year in August! Several new and returning children were welcomed into new
classes. We are excited for these upcoming months!
IS GOD CALLING YOU?
As we pray for church growth and reach out to make disciples, we struggle with how to begin and what does God want each of us to do. We are
planning to start a Wednesday program for our church children after
school. Our focus will be Bible lessons to include art, music and drama. These
areas are not stressed in the elementary school systems. We would like to encourage creativity as the children learn while studying the Bible in new and
fun ways. We are searching for volunteers who will share their gifts, talents
and hobbies with our young disciples. We will encourage the children in our
church family to invite friends to help grow the program. We need your help!
Please contact Marcy 256-390-3253 or Peggy at 256-442-8001.
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Articles for the October Issue of the
Highlights Newsletter are due on
Wednesday,
September 20th

Fellowship friends
for September

Birthdays and Anniversaries

Lead Family:
Tom & Diane Greenhaw
Larry & Dinah Etchison

Birthdays

Cindy Archer
Beckii Bradley
Laura & Ken Durbin
Scott Jones
Jeanne & Kirk Mabeus
Barbara Schwartz
Bobbie & Bob Walden
Hilda Willard
Betty Grace Heaton
Janet Plunkett
Olivia Kendrick

Clothes Closet
Saturday, September 30th
From 9 am to 11a.m.
See Wanda Douthit for
details.
Call 256-442-4198 or email
wandadouthit@bellsouth.net
UMW CIRCLES
Ladies: This is a good time to join a circle
group if you are not involved in one already.
The UMW circles start back:
September 10th: Live Love meets at 5 p.m.
Contact Jeanne Mabeus at 256-390-8925 for
more information.
September 12th: Life Circle @ 10:30 a.m. in
the library. Contact Dinah Etchison at 256-413
-3139 for more information.
September 12th: Agape meets at noon in the
Newsletter
deadline
Fellowship Hall. Contact
Hilda Willard
at 256is
the
20th
of
each
295-2065 for more information.
month.
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store
away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not much more valuable than they? Matthew 6: 26 (NIV)
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1st -Beckii Bradley
3rd-Robert Williams
8th-Dale Blanton
9th-Gloria Griggs
10th-Angie Nalan
16th-Evelyn Owens
16th-Laura Phillips
21st-Ila Hooper
22nd-Joe Rowe
Anniversaries
4th-Penny & Jay Burns
8th-Gina & Chris Payne

All men are invited to the Men’s Breakfast, September 9th at 8 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.

STEWARDSHIP AND
ATTENDANCE
Giving

Presence

July 23rd
Total Deposit:
$2,041.28

July 23rd
Total Attendance:
120

July 30th
Total Deposit:
$6,377.00

July 30th
Total Attendance:
111

August 6th
Total Deposit:
$5,739.05

August 6th
Total Attendance:
121

August 13th
Total Deposit:
$3,344.00

August 13th
Total Attendance:
121

August 20th
Total Deposit:
$2,158.35

August 20th
Total Attendance:
112
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Thank You!!!
Michelle Hunt, the counselor from John Jones Elementary
School, was excited when we delivered the boxes of
school supplies collected in July. They thanked us multiple times. Michelle said the teachers brag to others
about our church’s love and generosity. We were able to
assist those children who need a little help in purchasing
their school supplies.
Mission Team
Thank you to everyone who sent donations for Southside High Schools’ band, the ‘Pride’s’ ice cream party. We donated 300 cups of ice cream to these hard working kids during practice week. Due to practice
schedule changes we were unable to serve the band ourselves, but the band parents were very appreciative. We had such a generous response in donations that we had enough money left to go towards the
children’s mission project. This project will provide blankets and teddy bears that Rainbow City police can
give to kids during domestic calls that involve children.
Angie Nalan
Thank you for all the prayers and
Some Corniness from the Preacher
cards you sent during my hospital
Once, a new preacher came to town. He decided to
stay.
Gloria Griggs
visit all the local funeral homes and told each owner
that if they ever needed a pastor to preach a funeral
Just when friends are needed;
service for someone who didn’t have a pastor to call
you find them near.
him. Weeks went by and finally a call came. He was
asked to do a graveside service for someone who had no church affiliGerry & Barbara Cagle
ation. The funeral was to be in two hours. He got the address and
rushed out of his office and went to do the service. He traveled a long Larry & Shelby Hawkins
way back into a rural area and got lost. Finally he arrived at what he
Sam & Marcy Puckett
thought to be the right place. There were only two men with shovels
Bob & Bobbie Walden
at what he believed to be the gravesite. But he didn’t think much of
Steve & Sherri Watson
that as he had been told that the deceased did not have much family.
Dennis & Pat Henderson
So, he “waxed eloquent” about the grace of God and had a heartWe want to say thank you for
warming prayer. He then quickly got back into his car, as he had anhonoring Mr. James Maltbie’s
other appointment. As he drove away one man holding a shovel
memory. Love in Christ,
looked at the other man with a look of curiosity and said, “That’s the
Cheri , MarRana and
first time I ever heard a preacher pray over a septic tank!”
Maltbie family

SAVE THE DATE!
You are invited to our annual Church Picnic
at Camp Sumatanga on Sunday, October
22nd from 3 p.m. until dark. Please bring a
covered dish to share. This is in place of our
monthly Fellowship Meal.
There is something for everyone to do at Camp Sumatanga! Right beside our pavilion is a 55
acre lake, which is ideal for fishing! Bring some bait, there will be fishing poles provided. The
camp also has places to hike and ride bikes. Feel up to a game of tennis or corn hole? They’ve
got that too. There is also a playground for the kids. Come join us for a day of fun, fellowship and
food!
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