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1

2
3
Pastor Dee Dowdy’s
First Sunday; Combined service at 10a

4
Fourth of July
Office closed

5
Choir Rehearsal @
6 p.m.

6
Bible Study @ 10a
Sanctuary @ 5 p

7

8
UMM Breakfast @
8 a in FH

9
10
8:45 Crossroads
11a Sanctuary
Communion Sunday

11
Bead Group @
3:30p

12
Wet n Wild
@5:30p

13
Bible Study @ 10a
Sanctuary @ 5 p

14

15

16 Fellowship Meal
immediately after
traditional service

18
Bead Group @
3:30p

19
Choir Rehearsal @
6 p.m.

20
Bible Study @ 10a
Sanctuary @ 5 p

21

22

25 Bead Group @
3:30p
Admin Board @
6p

26
Choir Rehearsal @
6 p.m.

27
Bible Study @ 10a
Sanctuary @ 5 p

28

29 Clothes Closet 9
to 11a

17
Finance Mtg @ 6p

23 The Unbelieving
24
Believer new sermon
series begins

30

Twitter:@rbcfumc

I am so very glad to have been appointed as your pastor. I truly believe
that God has brought us together! There are a few things I would like to
share with you. First, I want to be a pastor to each of you. Therefore,
please call me when you are having surgeries or when you need prayer. If
you know of someone in the church that has a need for me as their pastor, I
hope you will inform me. I would rather have several calls concerning a
need rather than none and a need go unmet.
Secondly, I would like to come by to visit each of you. So, if you would like for me
to come by, please call the church office and let Gina or me know so we can set a good
time for me to come over.

Worship Service Schedule
SUNDAY
Crossroads Worship Service
Sunday School
Traditional Worship

Ministers—Congregation
Pastor— Dee Dowdy
Administrative Assistant—Gina Bailey Burns
Financial Secretary—Gerry Cagle
Wee Angels/Children's Director—Peggy Epperson
Traditional Choir Director—Jennifer Roland
Traditional Pianist—Gloria Griggs
Contemporary Keyboard—Jeanne Mabeus
Custodian—David McWhorter
Audio & Visual Technicians—Scott Jones
Alan McInturff, Jimmy Owens, Randall Vickery

8:45 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.

Nursery Information:
Sunday mornings a nursery is provided. Birth-Age 3.
Wednesday a nursery is provided if needed.
Contact Peggy Epperson at 256-442-8001
Special Events child care is provided for children of all ages.

Wee Angels Daycare
Phone: 256-442-8001
Email: weeangels@bellsouth.net

Children’s Church
Crossroads—Peggy Epperson
Traditional—Sheri McInturff

Acolytes
Juliana Roland
Jacqueline Roland

Greeter Schedule
Crossroads
1st Sunday: Wayne Maltbie
2nd Sunday: Cindy Archer
3rd Sunday: Sam Puckett
4th Sunday: Carlos Payne

Ushers
Captain: Wanda Douthit
Cathy Majors
Cathy Bohannon
Beckii Bradley
Elissa Archer
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Fellowship Hall
reserved 8-3p

31

WEDNESDAY
Choir Practice
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Now I know many of you may be wondering what I will be like and what I, as your
pastor/preacher believes. I am just a “down to earth” kind of person who loves the Lord
and whose greatest reward in ministry is hearing a person say “Yes” to God’s invitation to
eternal life through Jesus Christ. I love to teach Bible Studies and to preach.
I am an orthodox Christian who believes that the Bible is God’s Word to us. I believe
that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God who came and took on human flesh in order
that he may show us what God is truly like. I believe that he died on the cross to pay for
our sins and was raised from the dead to assure us that, through him, we too will share in
eternal life. I hold that God’s Holy Spirit attempts to woo everyone into a relationship with
God through Christ and will then work in the life of the believer to mold us into the image
of Christ.
Brother Dee
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Pastor Dee’s Christian Freedom Sermon Series begins July 2nd.
Date
July 2
July 9
July 16

Scripture
John 8:31-36
1 Peter 1: 18-19
Galatians 5:1; 13-26

United Methodist Men’s Monthly Breakfast

Title
True Freedom
Cost of Freedom
Response to Freedom

Fellowship Hall
Saturday, July 8th at 8 a.m.
All men are invited!

Wet ‘n Wild Wednesday
July 12th at 5:30 p.m.
Free Supper Served

Pastor Dee’s Upcoming Sermon Series
Unbelieving Believer
Beginning on July 23rd
rd

Starting on Sunday, July 23 we will begin the Sermon Series that I have entitled “The
Unbelieving Believer.” In this series, we will examine our faith versus our action and consider ways to help us grow in our faith so we can be an Authentic Believer in the Lord. Below are the Scriptures and titles affiliated with each sermon. Everyone is encouraged to
read and study the scriptures before coming to hear the sermon.
Date
July 23
July 30
August 6
August 13
August 20
August 27
September 3

Scripture
Titus 1:15-16
Psalm 103:1-13; Romans 8:38-39
Job 30:16-23
Colossians 3:12-17
Galatians 5:1
Psalm 20:7; Luke 12:22-43
James 2:14-26

Title
Believing Yet Not Knowing
Believing Yet Not Comprehending
Believing Yet Doubting
Believing Yet Not Imitating
Believing Yet Not Changing
Believing Yet Fearing
Believing Yet Not Responding

School Supplies for John Jones Elementary School
for children that need a little extra help
24 count crayons
#2 Pencils
Glue Sticks
School Scissors
Loose leaf notebook paper, wide rule
Hand sanitizer
Antibacterial wipes (NOT baby wipes)
Facial tissue
Paper towels
Gallon storage bags & Quart storage bags
1” binders
You can purchase the whole list, part of the list, or bunches of one item. Anything is
appreciated. Deadline is Sunday, July 30th.
Highlights
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Our Wet ‘n Wild in June was such a big success, we are planning another one this month. This event could not
be possible without help from you guys. If you would like to volunteer please contact Peggy Epperson at 256442-8001 or Marcy Puckett at 256-390-3253.
Dear RBCFUMC,
Thank you so much for your prayers,
love and concern during this difficult
time of the passing of my wonderful
husband. The flowers were beautiful
and I appreciate them. Please continue
your prayers.

July Meetings
Mon., July 17th– Finance Meeting @ 6p
Tues., July 25th– Admin Board meets @ 6p

Ienea Higdon

We have an opportunity to honor Eric Pentecost in the ministry he so loves. He served
on a Kairos team at St. Clair County Correction Center for 38 weekends which runs
Thursday through Sunday. He has been a faithful servant of our church and has been
homebound for several years.
Evelyn Muskett is serving on the advisory board for Draper Men’s prison in Montgomery.
We have the opportunity to honor Eric by keeping this prison ministry going. If you wish
to contribute, please mark your checks “Kairos of Alabama for Draper #18” and put it in
the offering plate or give to Evelyn. Evelyn also has meal tickets for an inmate for a
$5.00 donation. Please see Evelyn if you have any questions or to fill out a meal ticket
form.

Join us immediately after the second service on Sunday,
July 16th for our Fellowship Luncheon. Bring your favorite dish
to share.
Highlights
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What is dementia?

July
Fellowship
Friends:

Dementia is an umbrella term for a set of symptoms including impaired thinking and memory. It
is a term that is often associated with the cognitive decline of aging. However, issues other than
Alzheimer’s can cause dementia. Other common causes of dementia are Huntington’s Disease,

Lead Family: Cathy Majors and Emily Catreet
Phil & Jerre Baxter
Dennis & Cathy Bohannon
Annette Harmon
Jean Haynes
Dennis & Patsy Henderson
Jim & Jenny Nabors
Chuck & Angie Nalan
Carlos Payne
Jonathan & Jennifer Roland
Joe Rowe
Joyce Seale
Larry & Jane Sligh
David Usry
Linda Rediker

6
11
22
24

Britni Earp
Mary McAbee
Sam Puckett
Nancy Vickery

25
29
30

Juliana Roland
Laura Durbin
Aleah McInturff

Parkinson’s Disease and Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.

What is Alzheimer’s Disease?
According to the Center for Disease Control, Alzheimer’s disease is a common cause of dementia
causing as many as 50 to 70% of all dementia cases. In fact, Alzheimer’s is a very specific form of
dementia. Symptoms of Alzheimer’s include impaired thought, impaired speech, and confusion.
Doctors use a variety of screenings to determine the cause of dementia including blood tests,

Newsletter
Deadline 20th
of each month

Stewardship
Giving

July Birthdays

mental status evaluations and brain scans.

Clothes Closet, Saturday
July 29th 9 a.m.—11 a.m.

Presence

May 28th
Total Deposit
$4,988.00

May 28th
Total Attendance
83

June 4th
Total Deposit:
$6,887.20

June 4th
Total Attendance:
111

June 11th
Total Deposit:
$1,251.00

June 11th
Total Attendance:
112

June 18th
Total Deposit:
$1,762.00

June 18th
Total Attendance:
79

Volunteers are needed to sort, separate and merchandise clothes during the week and to help “customers”
find what they need on the last Saturday of each
month. Please contact Wanda Douthit at 256-442-4198
for more information.

Congratulations Bob Walden!
Bob has attended church every Sunday and
has heard every sermon Brandon has ever
preached here and has never missed a Bible
study that Brandon led. (What Bob isn’t
aware of is he will soon be tested on each
sermon.) If you have also accomplished this,
please contact Gina at the church office at
256-442-3620.

Need a support group?
We at First United Church of Rainbow City are in the process of starting an Alzheimer’s support
group here at the church. Caregivers sometimes need to share their concerns, knock ideas
around, and just be with others that understand what they are going through. We have facilitators
in place to help guide the group into meaningful discussions. We also have a responsible person
engaging the loved ones in activities while the caregiver/family member is attending the meeting.
If you know of someone who may benefit from this type of support group or if you have any questions, please contact Penny Burns at 205-542-1304.

Congratulations to Ashley &
David Kiser in the birth of
their daughter, Ellie. She was
born on June 16th and
weighed 7 lb;3 oz and was 20
1/4 inch long. Nancy and Randall Vickery are the proud
grandparents.
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Wet ‘n Wild Wednesday!
What’s water fun without food?

Thank you to EVERYONE who participated in our very first Wet-n-Wild Wednesday. As you can tell by the smiles on all of the
faces, everyone was having a blast! It took lots of people willing to help set up, cook, supervise and clean up. We had many,
many volunteers. Thank you for being willing to serve these families and show God's love to each and everyone of them! We
also had a special visit from the children's group from Southside Methodist Church. We so enjoyed having an opportunity to
fellowship with these children and their adults!
If you missed this opportunity.....don't feel sad...we will be having another Wet-n-Wild Wednesday on July 12th at 5:30 p.m.
Hope to see you there!
Peggy & Marcy
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Wet ‘n Wild Wednesday!
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Children’s Church News

Children’s Church
Learning about passing
God’s love onto others.
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2017 North Alabama Annual Conference
The North Alabama Annual Conference gathered at the Von Braun Center in
Huntsville June 4-6, 2017. Bishop Debra Wallace-Padgett presided over the
Conference with the theme of “Singing
God’s Song in Tune and Rhythm.”
Opening Worship reflected the story of
Pentecost, with a variety of languages
sharing the good news. A mass choir led
music and liturgical dancers helped tell the
story of the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Healthy Congregations was the focus of the 2017 Annual Conference.
Executive Director of Healthy Congregations Rev. Bob Alford and
local church leaders introduced tools for church health available to all
congregations including the following:
• the L3 (loving, learning, leading) group model of leadership
• relational evangelism
• the Antioch Project which helps align vision, mission and
accountability in context toward church health and growth
• MissionInsite, an online system to help learn about a congregation’s
local community, its needs and ministry opportunities
• Abide, an L3 process especially for small membership churches
• Fresh Expressions, a way to move outside the walls of the church to
reach those who do not know Jesus Christ
The Conference received a special offering of $40,000 designated to support
Exploration summer internships for those discerning a call to ministry with
the poor and other Ministry with the Poor initiatives.
Special guests Bishop
James King (left) and
Bishop Robert Schnase
(right) preached and
taught on the focus of
healthy congregations,
encouraging each person
and each congregation
to grow in discipleship
and ministry.

e

Business accomplished during the Annual Conference:
• Elected Rev. Dr. Dedric Cowser as Conference Secretary.
• Adopted a budget for 2018 of $10,155,717, the same budget the
Conference has had since 2015 which includes significantly higher reserves.
• Re-adopted a proportional giving based funding model in which each
local church remits 10% (a tithe) of unrestricted receipts in support of
the Conference budget and the applicable district budget.
• Celebrated and prayed for 37 new faith communities formed last year.
• Ordained 12 elders and recognized the elder orders of one person,
commissioned eight provisional elders, presented licenses to 12 local
pastors and honored 26 retiring clergy.
• Recognized the recipients of the Harry Denman Evangelism Award:
Tamya DeWitt (youth), Rev. Terry Bentley (clergy), Stephen Stroud (lay).
• Recognized the recipient of the Louise Branscomb Barrier Breaker Award,
Allison Dearing, creator of the nonprofit One Place, which provides
coordinated services to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault.
• Memorialized 30 clergy and clergy spouses who died in the last year
during the annual Memorial Service.
• Adopted a Planned Parenthood Resolution follow-up and resolutions
concerning Ban the Box and Domestic Violence Awareness.
• Did not adopt a Resolution Concerning Medicare Supplemental Health
Insurance Premium.
• Voted on five amendments to the UMC Constitution.
• Gave thanks for the ministry of ten congregations closed in the last year.
• Heard an address from young adult members Marian Royston and
Micah Shelton sharing three ways local congregations can help discover,
develop and deploy young adult leaders —“teach us, involve us, and
invest in us.”
• Adopted an updated Disaster Response plan and learned of new resources
that will be available to local congregations during times of disaster.
• Affirmed that its 2016 General Conference delegation will represent
North Alabama at the special session of General Conference in February
2019 in St. Louis.

e

2017 North Alabama Conference Wrap-Up
The North Alabama Annual Conference gathered at the Von Braun Center in
Huntsville, Alabama, on June 4 - 6, 2017. Presiding Bishop Debra WallacePadgett called the Conference to order under the theme of “Singing God’s
Song in Tune and Rhythm.”
The Opening Celebration reflected the story of Pentecost. Worship began
with a variety of languages sharing the good news. A mass choir led music
and liturgical dancers helped tell the story of the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Bishop Robert Schnase, bishop of the Rio Texas Conference, preached a
message entitled “Nibbling Our Way Lost” based on the parable found in
Luke 15 : 1 - 7. Worship ended with Conference members and guests sharing
in the sacrament of Holy Communion. Young adult and youth members
joined retiring clergy to serve the elements.
Throughout the three days together, North Alabama United Methodists
focused on the Conference ministry priority of Healthy Congregations.
Guest speakers Bishop Schnase and Bishop James R. King Jr. offered
teachings and sermons focusing on church health.
On Tuesday, the Conference closed just as it began with members, visitors
and guests joining together for worship. During the service, District
Superintendents read the names of clergy and churches involved in
appointment changes and each District Lay Leader offered a prayer for all
the churches in their District. Bishop King preached a sermon “From Best to
Better” encouraging each person and each congregation to grow better in
discipleship and ministry.

Other items of note during the Annual Conference:
• Adopted a budget for 2018 of $10,155,717. This recommended budget has
not changed since 2015. The recommended 2018 budget includes seven
General Conference apportioned funds comprising 33.6% of the total budget
and also includes significantly higher reserves.
• Once again adopted a proportional giving based funding model — each local
church to remit 10% (a tithe) of its unrestricted receipts on a monthly basis in
support of the Conference budget and the applicable district budget.
• Recognized 30 clergy and clergy spouses who have died in the last year during
the annual Memorial Service. Rev. Sherry Harris preached a sermon titled,
“Don’t Miss the Miracle” based on John 13 : 34 - 35.
• Recognized three charter churches (active United Methodist Churches that
were founded before the North Alabama Annual Conference came into
existence): Bethlehem UMC in Dolomite, New Hope UMC in New Hope and
Hopewell UMC in Valley.
• Heard an address from young adult members Marian Royston (Southeast
District) and Micah Shelton (South Central District) sharing three ways local
congregations can help discover, develop and deploy young adult leaders —
“teach us, involve us, and invest in us.”
• Celebrated Sumatanga’s Executive Director Lee Padgett receiving the Legacy
of Leadership award from the United Methodist Camp & Retreat Ministries
Association earlier this year.
• Heard Conference Lay Leader Steve Lyles presented the Laity Address
encouraging those gathered to sing God’s song and share the gospel of Jesus
Christ with their community.

For more information on the
North Alabama Conference of the United Methodist Church
and the 2017 Annual Conference, visit www.umcna.org
and click on Annual Conference.
-Scott Jones, Lay Member to Annual Conference, RBCFUMC

